TPC Spirit

March 2012

PASTOR KEN ASKS A FAVOR
Dear friends,
Every semester at Duke I take two classes.
The first semester I polished off Old Testament
and Leadership. This semester I am in the
midst of New Testament and Sociology. The
sociology class has been fascinating- we’ve
studied both large scale trends in American religion as well as what this looks like on the
ground in individual congregations. To this
end I have an enormous FAVOR to ask of all
of you. My final project in this class involves
an analysis of a congregational survey. To do
the analysis, I need a congregational survey.
That’s where YOU come in. ☺ Duke has
teamed up with the Hartford Institute for Religious Research who cares for one of the largest
databases in the country. The Hartford Institute is generously allowing us to use their research tool, and they’ve even created a website
link just for Tualatin Presbyterian Church:
www.surveymonkey.com/s/TualatinPresbyterianChurch

This survey will take you between 10 and 15
minutes to complete. I think it is extremely
helpful and actually pretty interesting. There
are THREE reasons I can think of for you to
fill this survey out. First, filling this survey out
will actually help me personally. My grade
depends on the quality of the survey. Seriously. If you have ever wanted to help me or
thank me in anyway, but weren’t sure how to
do it- this is a concrete way you can support
me. And yes, I realize I have been reduced to
begging. Honestly, if it helps persuade you to
fill the survey out- I really don’t mind. ☺

compared with not only the entire database, but
we will also compare ourselves with other
Presbyterian congregations similar to us.
While this survey won’t solve any fundamental
challenges we have, MANY congregations
have discovered things about themselves by
doing this that have helped them address problems they were unaware of that really were
holding them back. Your honest feedback will
help give us a glimpse of Tualatin Presbyterian
Church in 2012.
Third…well, how does lunch sound? The survey is anonymous, but I’m going to ask everyone who fills out the survey to let the office
know when you have done this. The office
will take down your name, and in April we will
place all of the names in a bowl. I will pull out
three names, and I will treat these three lucky
winners to a lunch. Within reason, the winners
can even pick where we go. (There’s a fine
Scottish restaurant right on Boone’s Ferry…
McDonalds is the name I think?) ☺ We can
talk about the survey, or we can talk about
whatever is on your mind. It will be a small
way of thanking you for your help.
So, begging, bribery…you see what the Methodists at Duke are doing to me? ☺ I thank you
in advance for considering this, and I really
think you will enjoy the process. It certainly
got me thinking!
In Christ,

A second reason, a more enlightened reason, is
that you will help the congregation. Thousands
upon thousands of congregations in America
have filled this survey out. Our data will be

Pastor Ken
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PEOPLE IN THE NEWS
The Woods have two children, Bill and
Rebecca, both born while Emerson was stationed
here in Oregon. Son Bill was born in 1980 and is
currently working on his PhD in neuroscience at
the University of Washington. He will have a two
-year postdoctoral study in Paris, and Marilyn and
Emerson are looking forward to visiting him there
at some point during his stay. Daughter Rebecca
was born in 1982, a mere two weeks before the
family relocated to Washington, and works in the
tutoring center at David Douglas High School.

Meet the Wood Family
Emerson and Marilyn Wood joined TPC in
1991, following their return to Oregon. Worship
is definitely a “family affair” with Marilyn’s
mom, Gwen Hale, and twin sister, Carolyn. In
fact, it was family that brought Emerson and Marilyn together in the first place. While Marilyn attended the University of Oregon, Carolyn and
brother Chuck attended Linfield College. They
became friends with Emerson and decided to introduce him to their sister. It worked out well, as
Marilyn and Emerson have been married since
1970.
Emerson was a commissioned officer for
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). During his years with NOAA,
the Woods made their home in Alaska, Oregon,
Washington, Colorado, and Maryland. Upon Emerson’s retirement, they moved permanently to
Oregon, taking up residence on property along the
Willamette River in Aurora, just a short distance
upriver from Marilyn’s parents. Emerson is now
an IT manager for Xerox and is beginning to catch
a glimmer of retirement in the foreseeable future.
Marilyn made her career in education, and held
teaching positions throughout the family’s crosscountry moves. Since 1991 Marilyn’s “teaching
home” has been in Canby, first as a teacher and
currently as principal of Lee Elementary. She,
too, is beginning to catch a glimpse of retirement,
though there are no definite plans.
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Emerson is an avid golfer, and a weekend
or vacation isn’t quite perfect unless it involves at
least a round or two of golf. Though Marilyn also
golfs, she does not have quite the same passion for
the game as Emerson. Her pastime of choice is
working in her garden. She is also a member of
the TPC Bell Choir.
If you’d like a sure-fire conversation starter, simply ask Emerson for a bear story. He has had more
close encounters than any living man should have.
Ask him to tell you about one.
Submitted by Marilyn Staples-Sundt
Deacon, Parish #3

ERIK SPURRELL IS MOVING
Thank you to all who have been interested in and
prayed with us for a housing situation that will be
Erik’s next step toward greater independence.
This has been a lifetime process. Erik grew up in
Tualatin and graduated from Tualatin High School
(Continued on page 3)

WHAT’S HAPPENING
ERIK SPURRELL IS MOVING (cont)
in 2000. Some of you have known him a long
time, years before we showed up at TPC.
Erik will be sharing a condominium in Beaverton
with another young man, named Alan. Alan has
been living in the condominium with his brother.
This brother is getting married soon, so it’s time
for a change. Living with Erik is a step toward
greater independence for Alan, too.

THE LENTEN SEASON AT TPC
Wednesdays, March 7, 14, 21, 28
6 pm Simple Supper,
7 pm Evening Worship Service
Sunday, April 1— 10 am Palm Sunday service
followed by potluck brunch
Thurs., April 5—7 pm Maundy Thursday Service
Fri., April 6—7 pm Good Friday Service
Sat., April 7—7 pm Easter Vigil Service
Sunday, April 8—10 am Easter Sunday service

Alan plays basketball with Special Olympics and
volunteers at the Oregon Food Bank. He attends
Tuesday Treasures at Sunset Presbyterian Church,
and looks forward to checking out TPC’s program, too. Skills trainers will work with Alan and
Erik in the morning and evening to teach them
more about how to cook and clean. For the first
few weekends they will return to their parent’s
homes. Once weekend supports are in place,
they’ll stay at the condominium all week.
Erik is very excited about this move. He is having
fun telling people he is moving on April 1…no
joke. Both of us are open to whatever questions
you might have about the condo or this move. We
covet your prayers through this transition. Thanks
for being a part of Erik’s life and mine.
Laura Spurrell
Erik Spurrell’s new address:
16100 SW Audubon, #101
Beaverton, OR 97006
Phone: (503) 641-4271

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY, MARCH 11
During the congregational meeting
after worship on Sunday, March 11,
we will vote on our bylaws and elect
new elders and deacons. The 2012
nominating committee will present
this slate of candidates for a vote:
For Elder: Kathy Sweetland, Karen Schmitt and
Chip Kyle
For Deacon: Julian Awdry, Dan Barker, Candace
Fant and Barb Kerr.
Members of the 2012 Nominating Committee are
Barb Crall, Joan Nardi, Ted Lambeth, Barbara
Kerr, John Mears, Ted Miller and Rick Norse
Please plan on attending this important congregational meeting.

JOIN THE TEAM
AND HELP CLEAN
THE TPC KITCHEN
SUNDAY, MARCH 4
After worship, from 11:30 to 1 pm hear
what it means to be a Presbyterian and
learn about our church bylaws. This
training is in preparation for the Congregational Meeting on March 11. Ken will
teach. Sandwiches will be provided.

Pam Cameron has agreed to again
lead those who are willing to help
clean the kitchen. Many hands make
light work. And the kitchen will look so much
better. If you can help on the morning of Monday, March 12, starting about 10 for an hour or
two, please talk to Pam, 503 692-3368 or
pac97062@frontier.com. Thanks.
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one of Pastor Ken’s favorite preachers!) She has
been performing the drama for nineteen years
around the country and abroad. For more information, visit www.JulianOfNorwich.com.

ESSENTIAL
HEALTH CLINIC
TPC will provide dinner for
the volunteer medical staff at
the free, Essential Health
Clinic, on Wednesday, March 14. The clinic,
which is open every Wednesday evening at 15296
SW Royalty Parkway, (the North end of the Safeway
Mall), serves both the uninsured and the underinsured. The patients range in age from infants to the
elderly.

Interest and scholarship about Julian have increased
in recent years. She is best known for her words
“All shall be well, and all will be well.” Ms. Loving
notes that the drama is especially well suited to the
season of Lent saying “I am continually amazed at
how this drama moves audiences in deep and unexpected ways. Julian is timeless in her inspiration,
and audiences are hungry for her truth.”

We invite you to volunteer and continue the TPC
tradition of great meals for the medical staff. Sign
up in the Narthex to help provide dinner on Wed,,
March 14. Please plan your contribution to serve 16
adults. Dishes can be brought to TPC by 2:00 pm on
March 14, for delivery to the Clinic. If you have
questions, please talk to Joan Nardi, 503 684-6529.

PALM SUNDAY BRUNCH AND EGG HUNT
SUNDAY, APRIL 1 AFTER WORSHIP
Join the TPC family for our annual brunch after
church on Palm Sunday. There will be an egg hunt
for the kids after the meal. There will soon be a sign
-up sheet on the tower in the Narthex.

FAMILY GAME NIGHT
SATURDAY, MARCH 17 AT 6 PM

ATTENTION ATTENTION ATTENTION
Tualatin Presbyterian Church is hosting an auction
on Saturday, April 21, 2012. The goal of this auction is to raise funds to help pay off our mortgage.
TPC has had several auctions in the past and we
have found that raising money is just one of the benefits. There will be food and wonderful items will
be donated and purchased, but more importantly, the
auction is a really fun social event that allows us to
come together as friends to do something that benefits this family of faith. Everyone is invited. And if
you would like to bring friends, please do. More
information to follow.

Bring the whole family for an evening of fun. We
will eat pizza and play games. Everyone bring either
a salad, dessert, or beverages to share and your favorite board or card game. We will order pizzas
from Papa Murphy’s. Sign up on the tower and
watch for a sheet to request your favorite pizza.

JULIAN OF NORWICH
Sunday, March 18, 5 pm at TPC
“Julian,” a drama based on the life of
the medieval mystic Julian of Norwich
will be presented by actress and clergywoman Linda C. Loving on Sunday, March 18th at
5 pm at Tualatin Presbyterian Church. Admission is
free. All are welcome.

COLLAGE CLASS SUNDAY, APRIL 29
The Art Team is excited to invite you to participate
in a representational collage class at the church on
Sunday, April 29th from 2-5pm. Local Artist Susan Schenk teaches a technique of “painting” with
paper that is attractive and fun! You may recognize
her name from the Art and Soul retreats or her regular classes at the store, Collage, on Alberta in Portland. This class will focus on images using birds.
You will leave with a piece ready to frame and enjoy. Cost is $10, supplies are provided. There is
more information on the sign-up sheet in the narthex. You can see her work on her website:
www.susanschenk.com.

The drama, written by J. Janda and lasting one hour
and fifteen minutes, is based upon Julian’s 14th century writings: Revelations of Divine Love. Julian
was the first known woman to write in Middle English and her words of hope and inspiration speak to
the turmoil of our times as well. Julian is known for
her wisdom, beautiful prose, sound theology and expansive understanding of a generous, all loving God.
Linda Loving is an actress, writer, and an ordained
Presbyterian minister. (She also just happens to be
3/6/2012
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POTLUCK AND VARIETY SHOW
SUNDAY, MAY 6, AFTER WORSHIP
Do you have an instrument, can you sing a song, do
a dance, tell jokes, do magic tricks, have a skit to
perform or have a pet that does tricks? If so, we
need you for the second annual TPC Variety Show.
If you do not do any of these things, we still need
you as every show needs an audience! Contact Barb
Crall if you would like to be part of the show.
503-692-1677 or barbc@compix.com.

PRESBYTERY OF
THE CASCADES
SUMMER CAMP
WHICH CAMP
WILL YOU
CHOOSE?

No child should miss the fun and adventure of an
experience at camp! Swimming, hiking, boating,
crafts, camp fires—our Presbytery offers this opportunity at camps that are geared to age levels. Be sure
to read the 2012 Camp Brochure. There is a choice
of places to go from seashore to mountains. Different locations bring different activities, but all camps
are a place, apart from the daily routine, to explore
the outdoors and share activities with old and new
friends.
Brochures with registration forms are available on
the tower in the narthex. There is information on the
camp website at www.campcascades.org. You can
talk to someone at the camp office by calling 503460-3024 or email biz@campcascades.org.

FOOD PANTRY MOST NEEDED ITEMS
Meat (chicken thighs, legs and breasts), canned fruit
juice, granulated sugar (any size), toilet paper, cereal, garden produce. Egg cartons are no longer needed; they have more than they can use.
The Tualatin School House Pantry is located at Rolling Hills Community Church, 3550 SW Borland
Road, Tualatin, OR 97062. Website:
www.schoolhousepantry.org

Session Meeting Highlights
February 21, 2012
Carolyn Barker, Clerk of Session
Session approved the Mission Committee’s
request to partner with Love INC of Tigard, Tualatin, Sherwood. Love INC is a nonprofit organization
whose mission is to connect families in need with
local churches and service agencies.
Changes to the Membership Roll were approved by Session. Shari Olsen was moved from
Inactive to Active membership. Louise Ludwig was
moved from Active to Inactive membership at her
request. Six other Inactive members were approved
for deletion after the two-year waiting period.
An online congregational survey will soon be
available on the TPC website for member responses.
The survey will provide analysis of congregational
strengths for utilization in church planning.
A Sexual Misconduct Policy and Procedures
draft was presented and discussed. After incorporating several suggestions, a final policy was adopted.
Discussion will continue in March regarding implementation.
Norm Dannemiller presented more information on improving street signage visibility. City
code would allow the sign to be closer to the street
with indirect ground lighting.
The Rev. Ken Evers-Hood presented a report
on takeaways from demographic information on the
Tualatin area.
The following annual housekeeping items
were approved:
Review and approval of the TPC statistical
report to be transmitted to the Presbyterian General Assembly.
Elected 2012 officers as follows:
Treasurer-Scott Mitchell,
Personnel Chair-Marshall Watkins
Clerk of Session-Carolyn Barker
Approval of the 2012 scheduled payments
and standard journal entries.
Approval of four 2012 special offerings.
Approval of the 2012 communions served
by The Rev. Ken Evers-Hood.
The above information has been compiled from Session Meeting minutes. Complete copies of minutes
are available in the church office.
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HEALTHY HINT FROM THE
UC BERKELEY WELLNESS LETTER
If you are coughing up green or yellow phlegm,
don’t assume you have a bacterial infection requiring antibiotics. A large study from Cardiff University in Wales found that antibiotics did not
speed recovery in adults coughing up discolored
phlegm. Patients often ask for antibiotics—and
doctors are often willing to prescribe them—for
such symptoms, yet the drugs have side effects
and add to the growing problem of antibiotic resistance. Mucus can turn greenish or yellow with
any respiratory infection—viral or bacterial. If
you continue to have discolored phlegm after 7 to
10 days, however, see your doctor.
Submitted by Dianne Lemmon, Parish Nurse

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
1– Paula Miller, Erik Spurrell
4– Terra Shiffer
6– Karen Schmitt
7– Nimmi Senthirajah
7– Owen Peterson
8– Rod Kerr, Bob Nix, Carolyn Meece, Terri Holland
9-Bob Fitzhenry, Sue Awdry, Andrew MacHaffie,
Owen MacHaffie
10– McKenna Martson
11– Dean Wells
13– Jeni Wiggers, Jonathan Ayers
14– Deborah Lewis, Dick Wiggers
15– Scott Long
17– Carolyn Locke
20– Blain Grover
22– David Norse
23– Neal Reiling
24– Harry Chase, Daniel MacKay
27– Lisa Ewing, Hilde Frey
29– Mike Shiffer
30– John Lewis
31– Caitlin Byers, JP Gibson, Maxine Jenovich,
Piper Hammer
3/6/2012

CHURCH DIRECTORY
The directory is updated frequently.
If your directory is more than a year
old, please come to the office and
pick up a current one.

APRIL
NEWSLETTER
The deadline for the April
Newsletter is 9 am on Tuesday, March 27. Please
email articles to newsletter@tpcspirit.org.
Thanks.

TPC 2012 ANNUAL PER CAPITA EXPENSE
$23.85 for each member
TPC has paid the per capita bill for 2012. Since
this is not a budgeted item, we ask members to
pay their annual expense. This year it is $23.85
for each member. Please make your check payable to TPC and write per capita on the comment
line. Thank you so much. Currently we’re short
$5,563.55.

RETIRE THE DEBT DONATIONS
If you plan to donate to help pay off the church
mortgage, please consider paying early in 2012.
This will reduce the principle amount on which
the church pays interest. Every dollar helps.

2012 FINANCIALS
Income Year to Date
(as of 1-31-2012

Actuals

Budget

Dollar
Difference

$40,677

$27,365

$13,311

$45,193

$27,644

($17,548)

Expenses Year to Date
(as of 1-31-2012)
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TUALATIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CALENDAR
March, 2012
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thu
1

Fri

Sat

2

3

9

10

7 pm Bell choir
rehearsal

4

5

8:45 Adult Ed.
10:00 Worship
Sunday School during worship
11:30-1 pm Presbyterian Class

7 pm Spiritual
Formation off
site. For info,
talk to Laura
Spurrell 503692-7034

6

11

12

18

19

8:45 Adult Ed.
10:00 Worship
Sunday School during worship
5 pm Julian of Norwich drama at TPC

25

26

8:45 Adult Ed.
10:00 Worship
Sunday School during worship
No Youth LOGOS

8

6 pm—Simple
Supper
7 pm Lenten
service
NO choir rehearsal

13

8:45 Adult Ed.
10:00 Worship
7 pm Deacon
Sunday School durmeeting
ing worship
Congregational Meeting after worship
5 pm Youth Logos–
Cartoon theme

7

7 pm Mission
meeting

20

14

7 pm Bell choir
rehearsal

15

10 to noon
Loving Stitches

16

Dinner for
Essential Health 7 pm Bell choir
Clinic
rehearsal
6 pm Simple
Supper
7 pm Lenten
service
7:30 pm Chancel
Choir rehearsal

21

22

17
7:30 am Men’s
Fellowship
Breakfast
Family Game
Night 6 pm

23

6 pm Simple
7 pm Tuesdays Supper
Treasures
7 pm Lenten
7 pm Session
service
meeting
7:30 pm Chancel
choir rehearsal

6:30-8:30 pm
10 am to noon
Parent Survival: Loving Stitches
Whine and Wine
7 pm Bell choir
rehearsal

27

28

29

9 am April
Newsletter
deadline

6 pm Simple
Supper
7 pm Bell choir
7 pm Lenten
rehearsal
service
7:30 pm Chancel
Choir rehearsal

30

24

31

For the latest updates, check the calendar posted on the church website, www.tpcspirit.org
Regular TPC office hours are
Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon.
Please call (503) 692-4160 or email Rhoda@tpcspirit.org
if you’ve moved or changed your email address.
Church website: www.tpcspirit.org We’re also on Facebook.
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Tualatin Presbyterian Church
9230 SW Siletz Drive
Tualatin, OR 97062-9182

TUALATIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
9230 SW Siletz Drive, Tualatin, OR 97062

The Rev. Ken Evers-Hood
Phone: 503-692-4160
Web Address: www.tpcspirit.org We’re also on Facebook.
Worship Service – Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Parish Associates: The Rev. Charlie Brown, The Rev. Philip Martin
Elders: Randy Beyer, Craig Bowen, Barb Crall, Norm Dannemiller, Chip Kyle, Joan Nardi, Maureen
Richardson, Craig Walker and Katrina Weener.
Deacons: Bud Bender, Susan Fee, Barbara Harriman, Ted Lambeth, Carolyn Locke, Robyn MacKay,
Bob Nix, Mary Ortez, Marilyn Staples-Sundt, Karen Stevenson, Jeni Wiggers, and Nancy Wilcox.
Treasurer: Scott Mitchell
e-mail: treasurer@tpcspirit.org

Music Director: Kris Sparks
e-mail: music.director@tpcspirit.org

Clerk of Session: Carolyn Barker
Email: carolynjbarker@mac.com

Bell Choir Director: Martha Wilson
e-mail: bells@tpcspirit.org

Webmaster: Ted Pelletier
e-mail: webmaster@tpcspirit.org

Music Accompanist: Dr. Ron Fabbro
Art Director: Ellen VanSchoiack
Bereavement Committee: Pam Cameron
Wedding Coordinator: Stacy Mauer

Newsletter Editor: Susan Springer
e-mail: newsletter@tpcspirit.org

Administrative Assistants:
Rhoda Friesen and Susan Springer
e-mail: rhoda@tpcspirit.org susan@tpcspirit.org
Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m., Friday – 9:00 a.m. to noon

