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Dear friends, 
 
In March, 138 members, adherents, and partic-
ipants of Tualatin Presbyterian Church filled 
out a congregational survey as part of my final 
paper in sociology at Duke.  This was an ex-
cellent response, and the folks who proctored 
the study reported to me this is a higher return 
percentage than they normally see.  So, before 
the results were in, you already exceeded ex-
pectations! ☺ 
 
On Sunday April 29th, I will draw the names of 
three survey responders, who, as promised, I 
will take out to lunch as a way of personally 
thanking you for taking the time to support me 
in this way.  And then after worship on Pente-
cost Sunday, May 27th I will present the survey 
findings in detail and give an overview of the 
congregational analysis I sent in as my final 
paper.  A light lunch will be provided. 
 
To whet your appetite I thought I would offer 
you a snapshot of what we learned.  For the 
sake of clarity I’ve used a fairly traditional 
model of a SWOT analysis breaking down the 
findings according to strengths, weaknesses, 
opportunities, and threats.  As with any results 
of this nature, while the facts from the survey 
are objective, the interpretation of them is 
highly subjective.  My hope here is to offer 
you my analysis as the starting point of what I 
believe needs to become a congregational con-
versation as move into God’s future together. 
 
Strengths: 
-Morale is extremely high:  92.1% strongly 
agree or agree that morale is high; and only a 
slightly softer number of people agree that the 
future for the church is bright.  (And folks in 
this category who switched from agree chose 
“I don’t know” rather than disagree.)  The 
church sociologists we studied suggest these 
questions are tantamount to vital signs for a  

 
 
congregation.  And these vital signs are com-
paratively extremely strong. 
 
-Less than half of us come from a Presbyterian 
background.  This may not seem like a 
strength, but in the current and future religious 
climate it is.  Sociologists across the boards 
agree the behavior of “switching” (moving 
from one religious tradition to another) has 
become the norm and will only increase.  
While it’s important to maintain the strong ties 
we have to our denomination, we clearly have 
the ability to welcome people from faith tradi-
tions as varied as Roman Catholic, Southern 
Baptist, and Buddhism.  Sociologists believe 
this ability to welcome will be critical for 
churches in the future. 
 
-Further, we have the ability to welcome new 
people not only into our fellowship but into 
participation.  Over half of the participants re-
port being at TPC 9 years or less.  And only 
15.3% report participating in 3 or more groups 
or committees in the church.  A far larger seg-
ment, 47.5% engage in only one or two.  TPC 
has the ability to welcome new people and is 
not dominated by a tiny fraction who do all the 
work.  Sociologists tell us that particularly the 
ability to welcome new people is a key 
strength in a congregation staying healthy. 
 
Weaknesses: 
-So, there are more strengths, but what about 
what isn’t so great?  Where are we weak?  Not 
surprisingly, many agreed that our ministry to 
children, youth, and their families needs to be 
strengthened.  30.5% percent report this area 
needs more emphasis, far and away the highest 
number in that category. 
 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 
 

 TPC Spirit May 2012 

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR KEN 



5/1/2012 Page 2  

Ken, Jackie and Joel Norman 
-Our demographics are a weakness and a threat.  
We are almost entirely white and largely between 
55 and 74.  We currently do not have the room 
with one service to care for the present communi-
ty AND increase the number of younger partici-
pants to maintain the community.   
 

-Further, our financial giving is weak compared to 
other PC(USA) congregations.  Per attendee giv-
ing in the PC(USA) averages $2,214.90 while 
ours averages $1,457.00.  And comparatively 
TPC is larger and wealthier than the average PC
(USA) congregation. 
 
Threats: 
-The key threat facing TPC is demographic.  The 
conventional wisdom among folks who study 
congregations is when a sanctuary and parking lot 
are ¾ full, the church feels too busy for visitors to 
feel welcome.  Well, friends, we are there.  Many 
of you have reported to me arriving late on a Sun-
day, finding no parking place, and simply heading 
to Starbucks.  So, I believe the key question fac-
ing TPC is how do we continue to care for the 
beautiful, vibrant community we have, while also 
creating more space to care for the neighbors we 
don’t know yet?  If we find a way to address this, 
I see a bright future for TPC for years to come.  If 
we don’t, we will become older, and we will have 
a more and more difficult time reaching out to our 
neighbors. 
 
Opportunities:   
-I think the greatest opportunity is starting this 
conversation in an open way, trusting that God 
was, is, and ever shall be. 
 

-Other opportunities abound from this study.  We 
learned that 38.8% percent of us feel that we need 
to do a better job communicating with our neigh-
borhood.  While the session is currently working 
right now to improve our exterior signage, more 
can be done. 
 

-While most people are connected with at least 
one group or committee at TPC 32.6% said they 
weren’t connected to any group at all.  This repre-
sents a huge opportunity for us to help people al-
ready connected with us grow even more deeply. 

-The session learned from a recent PERCEPT 
study that the Tualatin area will continue to grow 
more and more racially diverse.  While the white 
population decreases, the Hispanic population 
will increase.  If we have the willingness to learn 
and adapt, this change brings a huge opportunity 
to reach out more broadly to all of God’s children. 
 
Peace in Christ, 
 
 
 
 

INTRODUCING 
JACKIE AND JOEL 

NORMAN 
Joel was born in Weatherford, 
TX.  His aunt was the pianist 
for Mary Martin at her dance 
studio, so Joel spent lots of 
early childhood hours in the 

song and dance routines of that studio.  When he 
was 11, his family moved to Germany where his 
career Army father was in charge of rebuilding 
Berlin after WWII.  They then moved to Tokyo, 
Japan, where he graduated from high school.  Joel 
earned his college degree at Midwestern Universi-
ty (Texas) and a master's at USC (go Trojans).  He 
probably was a computer nerd back in the days 
before the term was coined, as he and his buddies 
put computer kits to use.  Joel moved all over the 
world in his career with Texas Instruments and 
Stanford Research Institute.  He ran an office in 
Bangkok, Thailand, for three years back in the 
seventies.  Joel has four children who live in Wis-
consin, Texas, Kauai, and Tasmania. 
 
Jackie was raised in Honolulu, HI.  Earned a de-
gree in History at University of the Pacific 
in  Stockton, CA.  Worked in San Francisco for 
seven years before starting a family with husband 
Jose Landazuri (from Madrid, Spain).  Has two 
sons who live in California.  Jackie’s sister and 
her family remain in Honolulu giving Jackie and 
Joel plenty of reasons to visit. 
 
   Continued on page 5 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 
THE REV. KEN EVERS-HOOD TO SPEAK 

ON HIS TRIP TO ISRAEL 
AT THE MEN’S FELLOWSHIP MEETING 

SATURDAY, APRIL 28 
ALL ARE INVITED. 

The Men’s Fellowship Group invites everyone to 
come to their meeting on Sat., April 28.  Light 
breakfast snacks will be provided prior to Ken’s 
presentation, which will begin about 8 a.m.  The 
group meets here at the church. 
 
 
 
COLLAGE CLASS SUN., APRIL 29 
The Art Team is excited to invite you to partici-
pate in a representational collage class at the 
church on Sunday, April 29th from 2-5pm.  Lo-
cal Artist Susan Schenk teaches a technique of 
“painting” with paper that is attractive and fun!  
You may recognize her name from the Art and 
Soul retreats or her regular classes at the store, 
Collage, on Alberta in Portland.  This class will 
focus on images using birds.  You will leave with 
a piece ready to frame and enjoy.  Cost is $10, 
supplies are provided.  There is more information 
on the sign-up sheet in the narthex.  You can see 
her work on her website: www.susanschenk.com. 
 
 
BELL CONCERT SUNDAY, APRIL 29, 3 PM 
Bells of the Cascades, an advanced, auditioned 
community handbell choir, which practices at 
TPC and has shared bells with our TPC handbell 
choir for the past 9 years, will perform at Calvin 
Presbyterian Church, 10445 SW Canterbury Ln., 
97224, along with Calvin’s own King’s Ringers 
and world-traveled duo, Handbells Unlimited, on 
Sunday, April 29th at 3 pm.  Handbells Unlimited, 
a duo of Beth Davidson and David Jordan has per-
formed several times at TPC in the past.  The con-
cert will feature both secular and sacred arrange-
ments.  Works to be performed include familiar 
spirituals, original handbell compositions, a march 
and Gershwin medley.  Bells of the Cascades is 
currently under the interim directorship of TPC’s 
own Kris Sparks.  Martha Wilson and Debbie 
Ivanov, both having directed TPC’s handbell 

choir, ring with them.  They have two CD’s and 
are also featured on Pink Martini’s Christmas CD, 
Joy to the World.  In addition to performing with 
Pink Martini, they have performed in collabora-
tion with The David York Ensemble, Novum 
Chamber Singers, Masterworks Choral Ensemble, 
Willamette Master Chorus, and Portland’s  Sing-
ing Christmas Tree.  Admission cost is $10 for 
adults, $8 for seniors/students and free for under 4 
years of age. 
 
 

SUMMER 
FELLOWSHIP DINNER GROUPS 

A list of the dinner groups for May, June, July and 
August has been posted on the Narthex tower. 
 

 
POTLUCK SUNDAY, MAY 6 

AFTER WORSHIP 
Come to the potluck on Sunday, May 6 for some 
good food and fellowship.  There is a sign-up 
sheet on the tower in the narthex.  If you have 
questions, talk to Barb Crall at 503-692-1677 or 
barbc@compix.com. 
 
 

ESSENTIAL HEALTH 
CLINIC 

TPC will provide dinner for the 
volunteer medical staff at the 

free, Essential Health Clinic, on Wed., May 9.  
The clinic, which is open every Wednesday even-
ing at 15296 SW Royalty Parkway, (the North end 
of the Safeway Mall), serves both the uninsured 
and the underinsured.  The patients range in age 
from infants to the elderly.   
 
We invite you to volunteer and continue the TPC 
tradition of great meals for the medical staff.  Sign 
up in the Narthex to help provide dinner.  Please 
plan your contribution to serve 16 adults.  Dishes 
can be brought to TPC by 2:00 pm on May 8, for 
delivery to the Clinic.  If you have questions, 
please talk to Joan Nardi 503 684-6529. 
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MAD HATTER TEA PARTY 
SATURDAY, MAY 19, at NOON 

 
The ladies of TPC and their guest(s) are invited to a 
spring tea.  We will be decked out in our finest 
spring hats.  If you do not have a hat we will have 
some for you to borrow. 
 
We are looking for volunteers to be table hostesses.  
Hostesses will be responsible for providing teacups 
and plates (we have the table clothes for the round 
tables or you may bring your own) and whatever 
else you would like to use to set and decorate the 
table. You can decorate your table either Friday af-
ternoon between 3 and 5 or Saturday morning after 
10 am.  We will also be looking for women to make 
tea sandwiches or tea sweets. You can find ideas for 
tea sandwiches and sweets on the internet or we will 
supply recipes if you do not have any.  We will be 
needing several teapots for each table so we will be 
looking for teapots to borrow.  We might also need 
to borrow tea cups/or luncheon size china plates.  
You can respond by email (barbc@compix.com), by 
phone (Barb Crall  503-692-1677), or on the sign-up 
sheet on the tower.  When you sign up, please indi-
cate how many guests you will be bringing. 
 
 
FAMILY NATURE WALK AT MENUCHA 

Saturday, May 19th 
22 miles east of PDX in the Columbia River Gorge 

 
The Eco-Justice Team of Cascades Presbytery in-
vites families and individuals to learn about and ex-
perience a beautiful piece of God’s creation during a 
nature walk at Menucha Retreat Center on Saturday, 
May 19th.   
 
The walk will be 2 miles in the morning and 2 miles 
in the afternoon.  There is a $10 fee for lunch.  For 
more information contact Jenny Holmes at 
jehrestore@aol.com.  Visit the website 
www.cascadespresbytery.org.  Register now. 
 

UPCOMING FELLOWSHIP EVENTS 
JUNE 9 at 6pm    Family Game Night  We will 
order pizzas and share the cost.  Everyone brings 
either a salad, dessert or beverages to share and their 
favorite games to play.  Check back for more infor-
mation.  This event may take place at TPC or at 
someone’s home. 

SUNDAY, JUNE 24  Church Picnic at Tualatin 
City Park  The committee will provide sausages and 
buns.  Everyone brings a salad, side dish, or dessert 
to share.  Anyone wanting to help organize games 
and activities for the kids contact Barb Crall at 
barbc@compix.com or 503- 692-1677. 
 
AUGUST 11  Summer Progressive Dinner   Mark 
your calendar now.  Time and locations to be an-
nounced at a later time. 
 
 
ADULT MISSION TRIP, OCTOBER, 2012 
In late October, we will join the Presbytery of the 
Cascades in their annual mission trip to New Orle-
ans. Even though the aftermath of the Katrina Hurri-
cane has faded long, long ago from the news, there is 
still much work to be done replacing housing that 
was lost.  Along with 20 other volunteers from the 
Presbytery, we will spend a week, rehabbing exist-
ing homes or building new ones. The work is re-
warding, the food is great, and the camaraderie is 
first rate.  If you are interested in participating in this 
needed outreach, please contact Joan Nardi (current 
Mission Elder) or Chip Kyle (incoming Mission El-
der) or the church office.  An informational packet is 
available from the Mission Committee. 
 
 

 
ADULT EDUCATION 

Interested in deepening your rela-
tionship with God?  Wondering 
how to strengthen your prayer 
life- or how to have a prayer life 
at all? ☺  For eight weeks Pastor 
Ken will lead a study focusing on 

spiritual practices during the Adult Education hour 
on Sunday morning from 8:45 to 9:30 AM.  Each 
Sunday Pastor Ken will introduce a new spiritual 
practice, and the participants will commit to practic-
ing this discipline for the week.  So, if you miss a 
week or two, it’s no problem- you can drop right in 
and start fresh.  You won’t be behind!  Some of the 
possibilities include practicing the examen, a medie-
val practice of reflection, simplicity, silence, medita-
tion, the breath prayer, centering prayer, contempla-
tive prayer, and (horror of horror to Pastor Ken) a 
terrible sounding practice known as “unplugging”.☺  
Childcare is provided during this time.  
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JACKI AND JOEL NORMAN...CONTINUED 
Jackie and Joel were neighbors for 13 years, right 
across the street from each other.  His daughters love 
to relate how they changed her sons' diapers way 
back when.  Joel's wife, Sandra, lost a battle with 
melanoma cancer in 1987.  Jackie's marriage had 
dissolved several years earlier.  A bunch of tennis 
matches later, and ......voila...they tied the knot in 
May 1989. Together they have 4 grandchildren 
whom they enjoy.   
 
They have called Montana "home" for the last 23 
years, before buying a condo in Wilsonville last 
June. Getting away from the snow and into the rain 
has been a very happy move for them.  And finding 
TPC has been the icing on the cake.  After an ex-
tended search of churches, Ken's sermons won them 
over.  They couldn't get enough of his rhetoric, whit, 
and wisdom.  And the loving community of TPC has 
far exceeded their expectations. 

Karen Stevenson, Deacon, Parish #5 
 
Dear TPC Family, 
Jan and I want to thank you all very much for your 
prayers, concern, get well wishes, emails, calls, sup-
port, encouragement, care, remembrances, commun-
ion, laying on of hands, outreach, cards, offers of 
health advice, life advice, and help, health care, etc... 
The list is endless.  You all are amazing! 
 
We feel so very much blessed to have been referred 
to TPC by Martha and Kris.... our only regret is that 
it took us so long to visit 3 years ago!!!!  You all are 
very special to us. What you have provided us is like 
a very warm and unique blanket of comfort, all laid 
out by God and you all!! 
 
We are at peace with my health journey, and told the 
Dr. to bring it on = the next chapter.  Our life has 
been such an interesting journey so far.... and we 
know that God is not only in control but has the 
master plan. 
 
We want you all to know that we are praying for you 
all too!  God bless each and every one of you! 
 

    In Christ,   
        Bud and Jan Bender 

PS  We miss not being in worship with you!   

 

 
April Session Meeting 

Highlights  
 

Carolyn Barker 
Clerk of Session 

 
 

 The newly elected offic-
ers of the congregation prepared their statements of 
faith, were examined and approved by Session.   
 Worship Committee reported it would review 
Lenten activities to determine the best use of re-
sources for future programs.  
 The clerk reported plans are underway to offer a 
summer book study of Rob Bell’s “Love Wins – A 
Book About Heaven, Hell, and the Fate of Every 
Person Who Ever Lived”.  The book study would 
utilize Facebook so vacationing participants could 
have ongoing discussion, with a face-to-face group 
meeting at summer’s end. Facebook training would 
be offered to participants.  Other plans are under de-
velopment to offer small group Bible study in the 
fall.  
 Total active church membership is now 269 
with the addition of ten new members and three loss-
es since December. 
 Session approved the emergency purchase of 
new loud speakers for the sanctuary. 
 The annual review of financial records for 2011 
was received and approved by Session. 
 Preparation for replacing signage on Boones 
Ferry Road continues with presentation of two addi-
tional drawings. 
 Martha Wilson submitted her resignation as 
Bell Choir Director. In accordance with the policy 
on hiring, a hiring committee will be formed.  The 
committee will include the pastor, worship elder, 
music director, personnel committee representative, 
and three members of the bell choir. 
 
The above information has been compiled from Session meet-
ing minutes.  Complete copies of minutes are available in the 
church office. 
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FOOD PANTRY 
NEEDS 

The following items are 
needed at the Food Pantry: 

meat (chicken thighs, legs and breasts), canned 
fruit juice, granulated sugar (any size), toilet pa-
per, cereal, garden produce.   
 
NOTE:  Egg cartons are no longer needed; they 
have more than they can use. 

 
The Tualatin School House Pantry is located at 
Rolling Hills Community Church, 3550 SW Bor-
land Road, Tualatin, OR  97062.  Website: 
www.schoolhousepantry.org 

 
 
 
TPC 2012 ANNUAL PER CAPITA EXPENSE 

$23.85 for each member 
TPC has paid the per capita bill for 2012.  Since 
this is not a budgeted item, we ask members to 
pay their annual expense.  This year it is $23.85 
for each member.  Please make your check paya-
ble to TPC and write per capita on the comment 
line.  Thank you so much.  At the end of March, 
we were short $4,347.05 
 
 
 

RETIRE THE DEBT DONATIONS 
If you plan to donate to help pay off the church 
mortgage, please consider paying early in 2012.  
This will reduce the principal amount on which 
the church pays interest.  Every dollar helps. 
 
 
 

JUNE NEWSLETTER 
The deadline for the June 
Newsletter is 9 am on Tues-
day, May 22. Please email 

articles to newsletter@tpcspirit.org.  Thanks. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
1—Elise Schmidt 
2—Craig Walker, Wesley Shiffer 
3—Joan Nardi 
4—Rick Mauer 
6—Mike Weaver 
7—Mark Robertson 
8—Diane Paetsch 
9—Robert Weener, Ella Evers-Hood 
11—Dave Backen, Ron VanSchoiack 
14—Megan Weener 
15—Stephanie Bartlett, Jackson Cobb, Dorothy 

Martin 
16—Alex Lewis 
17—Scott Cameron, Gary Frey, Sandy Reiling 
19—BJ Stevenson 
20—Rebecca Wood 
21—Cackie Kyle, Ronn Rhodes 
23—Emily Mazzuca 
24—Jose Corona, Brian Jones, Emerson Wood 
27—Benjamin Schleicher 
30—Monica Bigson, Matt Winkler 
31—Scott Mazzuca 
 

Income Year to Date 
(as of 3-31-2012 

Actuals Budget Dollar 
Difference 

 $39,888 $20,824 $19,064 

Expenses Year to Date 
(as of 3-31-2012) 

   

 $33,920 $27,644 ($6,276) 

2012 FINANCIALS 
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TUALATIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CALENDAR  
May, 2012 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

1 
 

2 
 
7 pm Chancel 
Choir Rehearsal 
 

3   
 
7 pm Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 

4 
 
 

5 
 

6 
8:45 Adult Ed. 
10:00 Worship 
Potluck after worship 
service. 

7    
7 pm  Spiritual 
Formation off 
site.  For info, 
talk to Laura 
Spurrell 503-
692-7034 
 

8 
 
7 pm Mission 
meeting 
 
 

9   
Dinner for 
Essential Health 
Clinic 
 
NO Chancel 
Choir rehearsal 

10 
 
7 pm  Bell choir 
rehearsal 
 

11 
10 to noon 
Loving Stitches 
 

12 
 
 

13 
Mother’s Day 
8:45 Adult Ed. 
10:00 Worship 
Sunday School dur-
ing worship 
 

14 
 
7 pm Deacon 
meeting 
 
 

15 
 
7 pm Tuesdays 
Treasures 
7 pm Session 
meeting 
 

16 
 
7 pm Chancel 
Choir rehearsal 

17 
 
7 pm  Bell choir 
rehearsal 
 

18 
 

19 
7:30 am Men’s 
Fellowship 
Breakfast 
12-2 pm Mad 
Hatter Tea 
 

20 
8:45 Adult Ed. 
10:00 Worship 
Sunday School dur-
ing worship 
 

21 
 

22 
 
 

23 
 
7 pm Chancel 
Choir rehearsal 

24 
6:30-8:30 pm 
Parent Survival: 
Whine and Wine 
7 pm  Bell choir 
rehearsal 
  

25 
10 am to noon 
Loving Stitches 

26 
 

27 
8:45 Adult Ed. 
10:00 Worship 
Sunday School dur-
ing worship 
11:30-1 pm Survey 
Data Presenta-
tion ,Pastor Ken 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 
7 pm Chancel 
Choir rehearsal 

31 
 
7 pm  Bell choir 
rehearsal 

  

 

For the latest updates, check the calendar posted on the church website, www.tpcspirit.org 
 

Regular TPC office hours are 
Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon. 
 

Please call (503) 692-4160 or email Rhoda@tpcspirit.org 
if you’ve moved or changed your email address.  

 
Church website: www.tpcspirit.org   We’re also on Facebook. 



TUALATIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
9230 SW Siletz Drive, Tualatin, OR  97062 

The Rev. Ken Evers-Hood 
 

 Phone: 503-692-4160         Web Address: www.tpcspirit.org  We’re also on Facebook. 
 Worship Service – Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 
Parish Associates: The Rev. Charlie Brown, The Rev. Philip Martin 
 

Elders: Randy Beyer, Craig Bowen, Barb Crall, Norm Dannemiller, Chip Kyle, Joan Nardi, Maureen 
Richardson, Craig Walker and Katrina Weener. 
 

Deacons: Bud Bender, Susan Fee, Barbara Harriman, Ted Lambeth, Carolyn Locke, Robyn MacKay, 
Bob Nix, Mary Ortez, Marilyn Staples-Sundt, Karen Stevenson, Jeni Wiggers, and Nancy Wilcox. 
 

Treasurer:  Scott Mitchell Music Director:  Kris Sparks 
e-mail:  treasurer@tpcspirit.org e-mail: music.director@tpcspirit.org 
 

Clerk of Session:  Carolyn Barker Bell Choir Director:  Martha Wilson 
Email:  carolynjbarker@mac.com e-mail:  bells@tpcspirit.org 
 

Webmaster:  Ted Pelletier Music Accompanist:  Dr. Ron Fabbro 
e-mail:  webmaster@tpcspirit.org Art Director:  Ellen VanSchoiack 
 Bereavement Committee:  Pam Cameron 
Newsletter Editor:  Susan Springer Parish Nurse:  Dianne Lemmon 
e-mail:  newsletter@tpcspirit.org     Wedding Coordinator:  Stacy Mauer 
 

Administrative Assistants:        Rhoda Friesen and Susan Springer 
e-mail: rhoda@tpcspirit.org   susan@tpcspirit.org 

 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m., Friday – 9:00 a.m. to noon 

 Tualatin Presbyterian Church 
9230 SW Siletz Drive 
Tualatin, OR  97062-9182 

Pastor Ken will talk about 
his trip to Israel 

 

Saturday, April 28, 8 am 
 

ALL ARE INVITED. 


