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A MESSAGE from Pastor Ken
So, it’s finally happened. The good people of
Duke have all signed off on my thesis, and it’s
official: on May 11th I will graduate with a Doctor
of Ministry. I’m so grateful to all of you for your
support. It has been a challenging season in my
life and I have dropped more than a few balls here
and there. But you have been an unfailing source
of understanding and strength. I’m particularly
grateful to our office staff, Susan Springer and
Rhoda Friesen. They have made me appear more
together than I honestly am. I’m thankful for our
session and board of deacons. Both groups have
had more work on their plates as a result of my
time away and time in study. And most of all I’m
grateful for my amazing wife, Melis, and my family for their patience. Without all of you none of
this could have happened.

Ultimately, I used these theories to ground
an experimental study in which I observed 98
elders in 11 different congregations across the
country playing two different versions of a
public goods game. (A public goods game is a
game that measures cooperation.) I compared
the way sessions played these games with the
growth or decline of the church to determine
whether the cooperativeness of the sessions
correlated in any way with the growth or decline of the congregation. Often it did, although
the results were surprising.
The quick summary of my research indicates that church size plays a huge role when it
comes to session behavior. In larger congregations the more cooperative a session was in
playing the game the more likely the church
was to be growing. But in smaller membership
congregations, in churches under 100 members, the more willing elders were to punish
one another, the more likely their congregations were to be growing. One way of translating these results into actual behavior: in a larger community it may be wiser to simply ignore
some forms of poor behavior. But in smaller
congregations it may be wiser sometimes to
thoughtfully push back when people are not
cooperating with the group. In every situation I
found that when elders had the ability to reward cooperative behavior and punish selfish
behavior self-interested players known as
“takers” were less successful, and community
minded players known as “givers” thrived.

In the fall of 2011 I started classes. The Duke
doctoral program emphasized leadership. To this
end we studied leadership in the Old Testament,
New Testament, and in theology and church history. We also studied leadership itself, sociology,
strategy, and communications. And my work culminated in a thesis directed by theologian L. Greg
Jones and behavioral economist Dan Ariely. The
title? Playing Church: Towards A Behavioral
Theological Understanding of Church Growth.
Some of the concepts I wrote about are familiar as I sometimes used you as guinea pigs…I
mean willing helpers through adult education classes and various sermons. I paired together the insights of cognitive psychology, behavioral economics, and church leadership to frame what I call
behavioral theology. Behavioral theology is a way
of thinking about God and living this out that
places unique emphasis on our full humanity. In
particular I argue that what Dan Ariely calls our
“predictable irrationality” isn’t sin, as some tend
to think, but simply how God has made us to be.
Sometimes we may need to account for our irrational tendencies, but sometimes we should celebrate them, too.

Again, I thank you for your support and
understanding. You’ve made this work
possible.
In Christ,
The Rev. (and almost Dr.)
Ken Evers-Hood ☺
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MEET THE GROBEY
FAMILY
You may have noticed two
new faces in our choir this
past year-Cynthia and Alan Grobey! They have a
long history of loving music and singing in choirs.
We are so glad they have joined the choir and are
sharing their talent and love of music with us.
Both Cynthia and Alan grew up in Newberg, Oregon. They met in the 4th grade, went to school
together until college, shared some of the same
friends and their families knew each other. Sound
like a match made in heaven? They are celebrating their 25th wedding anniversary this year!
Twenty five years of wedded bliss, no doubt!
This couple attended several colleges in Oregon.
Cynthia studied special education and taught for
10 years. She also worked as a case manager coordinating services for disabled children. Currently, Cynthia is at home raising three children. Alan
studied marketing and for the past 19 years has
worked at A-dec Inc., a dental company in Newberg. He is happy to be working for such a philanthropic company and has enjoyed the international travel his job requires, especially the trips
when Cynthia is able to join him. They both love
to travel and hope to do more of it as the kids get
older.
Cynthia and Alan are blessed with three active
children who attend the CS Lewis Academy in
Newberg. Micah is a 7th grader who enjoys soccer, basketball and track. Elon (a Welsh nameAlan is Welsh after all!) is a junior who likes the
same sports and attends Young Life in Newberg.
Halah (named after her Grandpa Hal) enjoys
sports and the youth group at their former church.
She shares her parents’ love of music while participating in the school’s senior choir and is performing in the spring musical in May. This fall Halah
will be off to college at Whitworth in Spokane,
WA. She is not sure what she will study, but is
leaning toward a liberal arts education. They will
really miss her and all her help with the endless
“taxi driving” that a busy family requires.
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The Grobeys have a special guest staying with
them for the last half of the school year. Her
name is Lena and she is a 16 year old foreign exchange student from Germany spending her junior
year studying in Oregon. She is a delight and Halah and Lena have become good friends.
In addition to their interest in music, Cynthia and
Alan enjoy cycling and they get out on the road as
often as possible. They live on two acres of property in Sherwood and you will frequently find
them doing tons of yard work, mowing the vast
lawn and battling a multitude of gophers!
As a family, they enjoy camping, backpacking,
mountain biking and are avid Blazer fans! They
have season tickets and often see other TPC fans
at the games.
With the coming of summer there is a big decision
to make- how will they celebrate their 25th anniversary?!? Will it be Alaska, France and Italy or
something closer to home? With three busy kids
and lots of family nearby it will be a tough decision.
We at TPC are so fortunate to have such a warm
and wonderful family join us. We look forward to
sharing great music, worship and fun times together!
Karen Stevenson, Deacon of Parish 5

PASTOR KEN
TEACHING CONFIRMATION CLASS
Confirmation class meets Sunday, May 4, from
6:00 to 8:00 pm. Future classes will meet on
5/18, 5/25, and 6/1/14. These classes are for students in grade seven through twelve who are interested in learning more about their faith and possibly becoming a member of TPC. There will be
videos and discussions regarding the New Testament, Old Testament, Reformed Tradition, and
spiritual practices. Please register by contacting
either Pastor Ken or Andrew.

MULTI CHOIR
BELL CONCERT
King’s Ringers Invitational
Handbell Concert
You’re invited to a special spring handbell concert
featuring the handbell choirs of Tualatin Presbyterian Church, Calvin Presbyterian Church, and Bells of
the Cascades on Saturday, May 17, 2014 at 7:30
pm at Calvin Presbyterian Church, 10445 SW Canterbury Lane, Tigard. Special guest conductor and
handbell composer Fred Gramann will lead the combined choirs in three massed pieces, one of them
composed by Bells of the Cascades director, David
York. Fred Gramann has been the Director of Music
at the American Church in Paris since 1976, where
he is the organist and conducts the Adult Choir, the
ACP Bronze Ringers, and the Celebration Ringers.
He has had numerous choral and handbell works
published in the US and is much in demand throughout the world as a bell clinician and conductor.
There will be a freewill offering. Don’t miss this
special event! For more information, contact Debbie
Ivanov at ivanovtd@comcast.net.
ADVANCED DIRECTIVE IN OREGON
The training session for the Advanced Directive in
Oregon previously scheduled for Sunday, May 18
after worship has been rescheduled for sometime in
the fall. As September approaches, watch for more
information. Questions? Ask me.
Karen Black, TPC Health Minister Liaison
ART PROJECT FOR YOUTH
To all 6th through 12th grade students…
To prepare for Youth of the World Sunday and our
Pentecost Service on Sunday, June 8, Chris Robertson and I invite you to help with an art project that
will be displayed in the sanctuary. Mrs. Robertson
has everything planned. We need you to come paint
on Sunday, May 18 at 11:30 a.m. The painting
will be done at Mrs. Robertson’s home. Her home
is very close to the church, easily within walking
distance. Lunch will be provided and we will paint
until we’re finished. If you can come for only a limited amount of time, that’s OK. We’ll take what we
can get!!! Please RSVP promptly. And thanks, in
advance, for your help.
Andrew T. Hall, Director of Youth & Family Min.
andrew@tpcspirit.org

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
will be Monday, July 14 through Friday,
July 18. This year’s theme is WILDERNESS ESCAPE. Children will learn more
about their God and His beautiful plans for
their lives. Interested? Send an email to
andrew@tpcspirit.org. More information to come.
Andrew T. Hall
MISSION COMMITTEE REPORT
One Great Hour of Sharing. The congregation
demonstrated its generosity again by strongly supporting this denomination-wide offering collected
over Palm and Easter Sundays. A total of $1,055
was received and will be sent to the Presbyterian
Church USA. 32% of the offering will go to Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, helping communities
recover from natural or human-caused disasters.
36% of the offering will go to Presbyterian Hunger
Program, supporting initiatives to alleviate hunger
and its systemic causes. The final 32% will go to
Presbyterian Self-Development of People, supporting partnerships with those struggling to alleviate
poverty, oppression and injustice in their communities. On behalf of the Mission Committee, thank
you for your generous support.
Adult Mission Trips: We
held this year’s first mission
trip on the Saturday after Easter. A total of 10 members of
our congregation signed up to
work for a day at Habitat for
Humanity in Newberg. The
house is in its early phase of
construction and primary activities for this work day
were erecting roof trusses, cutting and installing
blocking between the trusses, setting gravel bases
for front and rear entrances, installing foam insulation around the foundation and similar tasks. Below
are two pictures from our day. We plan to return to
Newberg, so watch for sign-up sheets for future Saturdays.
Chip Kyle, Mission Committee Elder
Left to right: : Stephen
Ricker, John DeHoney,
Chip Kyle, Russ Carlin,
Karl Schultz, Logan, Augustino, Rebecca Olsen
and Larry Church.
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FEBRUARY AND MARCH
SESSION MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Carolyn Barker
Action Items:
 The 2014 budget was approved and accountingrelated approvals were given for standard journal entries, recurring vendor payments, account signers and
2014 special offerings.
 Jennifer Ayers, treasurer, and Carolyn Barker,
session clerk, were re-elected for the ensuing year.
 Approval was given to host two Music Festival
concerts one on April 27 and one on October 12.
The events will be self-funded by freewill offerings
taken at the events.
 Authorization was given to fund an alternate pianist when regular staff is unavailable in the amount
of $800.
 Job description for the Director of Youth and
Family Ministries was presented and approved.
 The organizational flowchart and was reviewed
and updated.
 Policy for hiring non-ordained staff was updated.
 A policy statement on financial accountability
was approved.
Membership rolls were updated to remove members
who have moved away or are attending elsewhere.
Committee Reports and Other Information:
 Member proposals were received and presented
for the use of approximately $7,000 that remains
from a generous anonymous gift. Eight proposals
were submitted. Projects for funding were sorted
into a hierarchy for implementation.
The April session meeting is rescheduled because of
Holy Week activities to Tuesday, April 22nd. A fall
session retreat is planned for September 26-27.
March Congregational Meeting Highlights
Ruling elders elected for the class of 2017 were John
Casebeer (Adult Education), Katrina Weener
(Christian Education and Ministries), Joan Nardi,
(Worship). Deacons elected for the class of 2017
were Susan Cameron, Russ Carlin, Susan Fee, Jackie Norman.
The above information has been compiled from Session and Congregational Meeting minutes. Complete copies of minutes are available in
the church office.
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
It is wonderful this month to welcome twenty new members to our
TPC family. Notice their pictures on the bulletin board next to
the kitchen door in the narthex
and make a point to speak with
and get to know Martha and Bill
Bennett, Meagan and Spencer Cameron, John Casebeer, Linda Duncan, Sue and John Hayhurst, Wendy
and Jason Love, Joen Morris, Bonnie and Larry
Nord, Andrew Perkins, Liz and Jeremy Reding, Linda and Gary Roth, Melinda and Gary Woods.

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION CLASS
Sunday, July 13 after worship
We will have new member orientation/information
meetings three times a year. During these meetings,
we will share a light lunch as we discuss a bit of
Presbyterian history, what it means to be a Presbyterian, and specifically, what it means to be part of
TPC. We will answer questions and we’ll have a
chance to get to know one another better. If you’re
thinking about joining TPC, make a note on your calendar and plan on meeting with us on Sunday,
July 13 after worship.

MEMBERS
PLEASE WELCOME NEWCOMERS
Besides greeting our visitors and helping them feel
comfortable here with us, you may be asked to be an
"new member encourager." Encouragers will contact
new members, greet them on Sundays, check in with
them periodically, have coffee with them and invite
them to sit with you. You can also help them find
ways to be involved, i.e., choirs, teaching, hospitality
or however they would like to share their gifts with
the church and the community. Having faces and
people we know in a new place always helps us feel
more a part of the family.
TPC has been known as a warm, welcoming congregation. I encourage you to hone this gift, being
aware of the newcomers and offering them God's
hospitality.
Jeni Wiggers, New Member Coordinator

like headaches, insomnia, overeating, back pain, high
blood pressure, irritability, vulnerability to infection.
AT LEAST
THEY’RE NOT
TERMITES
Ask Bob
Paetsch , our
Building and
Grounds Elder
what he’s been doing lately, and he’ll tell you he’s
been learning about moisture ants, because many of
them have taken up residence in the walls of the
youth room downstairs. These uninvited guests are
being urged to leave the building. The first spray
treatment was applied last week and will be repeated
bi-monthly.

Stress also can lead to serious mental health problems, like depression and anxiety disorders. If you
think you have such a problem, you can get help.
Of course you can't magically zap all sources of
stress. But you can learn to deal with them in a way
that promotes the well-being you want--and deserve.
The Evidence
The concrete steps we're suggesting are not based on
guesses, fads or advice from grandma (though she
probably got a lot right). They represent hundreds of
research studies with thousands of participants, often
conducted over decades and backed by major universities or government agencies.
This research shows that how good you feel is, to a
fairly large extent, up to you. No matter how stressful
your situation, you can take steps to promote your
well-being.
We're not talking about huge changes to your lifestyle, either. We're talking about reasonable steps
that, if used consistently, can increase your comfort
and boost your ability to build a rewarding life.

MAY IS MENTAL HEALTH MONTH
The following information came from:
http://www.mentalhealthamerica.net/live-your-life-well

Why Mental Health Matters
Some people think that only people with mental illnesses have to pay attention to their mental health.
But the truth is that your emotions, thoughts and attitudes affect your energy, productivity and overall
health. Good mental health strengthens your ability to
cope with everyday hassles and more serious crises
and challenges. Good mental health is essential to
creating the life you want.
Just as you brush your teeth or get a flu shot, you can
take steps to promote your mental health. A great
way to start is by learning to deal with stress.
How Stress Hurts
Stress can eat away at your well-being like acid eating away at your stomach. Actually, stress can contribute to stomach pains and lots of other problems,

You can feel better--more vibrant, alert and gratified.
You can feel stronger--more comfortable, confident
and productive.
You Can Live Your Life Well.
10 Tools to Live Your Life Well
These proven tools can help you feel stronger and
more hopeful. Check out the website for specific,
easy-to-follow tips.
Connect with others
Stay positive
Get physically active
Help others
Get enough sleep
Create joy and satisfaction
Eat well
Take care of your spirit
Deal better with hard times
Get professional help if you need it
Submitted by Dianne Lemmon, Parish Nurse
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VEGGIES COMING
In anticipation of summer vegetable sales, please
save your grocery bags. Lettuce and other early
items should be ready in June. Paul Fukasawa

DONATING TO TPC
USING AUTOMATED BANK PAYMENT
Many of you have scheduled your pledge payments
to be paid automatically through your bank account.
Thank you! Not only is this a convenient way for
you to make your donations, it helps provide a more
consistent cash flow into our General Operating
Fund.

NIGHTSTAND NEEDED
Andrew Perkins needs on more item for his apartment: a nightstand with drawers. If you have a
gently-used one that you would like to donate,
please talk to Andrew on Sunday or leave a message with the church office staff.

If you haven’t already signed up to have your donations made automatically, it’s easy to do. Just go
online or ask at your bank about setting up a scheduled payment identifying Tualatin Presbyterian as
the “pay to” account. You will be asked for all or
some of the following information:
The “pay to” name: Tualatin Presbyterian Church

SEEKING SUNDAY MORNING DRIVERS
We have a member who needs transportation to
and from TPC on Sunday mornings. He lives in
west Tualatin close to Pacific Highway. If you
can help provide rides, perhaps become part of a
monthly rotation schedule, please contact Bud
Bender at (503)219-1341. Thank you.

Our mailing address: 9230 SW Siletz Dr. Tualatin,
OR 97062
The church phone number: 503-692-4160

CREATION CARE DAY AT MENUCHA
Saturday, May 17, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Come to The Barn at Menucha in Corbett for a
morning of worship and music, followed by a discussion with some scientists and authors. Enjoy
spring in its glory in the Gorge!
Lunch $5.00 or bring your own. All ages welcome. Choose an afternoon nature outing...an
easy stroll through banana slug territory or hang
out at The Barn OR a rugged hike to a possible
pika site. RSVP: deanieha@comcast.net by
May 14.
Sponsored by the Eco-Justice Team
of Presbytery of the Cascades

Then follow the prompts to specify the amount to
pay and the frequency of your payments
Most financial institutions offer this feature FREE to
you as a customer and TPC does not incur any expense to receive the funds!
Questions? Contact Rhoda, TPC Financial Assistant, rhoda@tpcspirit.org or Jennifer Ayers, TPC
treasurer, treasurer@tpcspirit.org

MAY BIRTHDAYS
01-Elise Schmidt
02-Craig Walker
02-Wesley Shiffer
03-Yvonne Wagner
03-Joan Nardi
03-Michael Ratliff
04-Rick Mauer
04-Olivia Fujiwara
05-Don Lowry
06-Michael Weaver
07-Emmons Ratliff
08-Diane Paetsch
09-Robert Weener
09-Ella Evers-Hood
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11-Ron VanSchoiack
11-Dave Backen
14-Karen Black
14-Benjamin Whitaker
15-Megan Weener
15-Dorothy Martin
15-Stephanie Bartlett
15-Laura Byers
16-Alex Lewis
17-Sandy Reiling
17-Gary Frey
17-Scott Cameron
20-Rebecca Wood
21-Ron Rhodes
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21-Cackie Kyle
23-Emily Mazzuca
24-Emerson Wood
24-Jose Corona
24-Brian Jones
25-Regan Fant
30-Susan Cameron
30-Matt Winkler
30-Monica Gibson
31-Scott Mazzuca
HAPPY BIRTHDAY ALL!

TUALATIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH CALENDAR
MAY 2014
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thu
1

Fri
2

Sat
3
Women’s Tea
Cancelled

4 8:45 Adult Ed.

5

10:00 Worship

7 p.m. Spiritual
formation, - off
site
7 p.m. Bell
Choir rehearsal

Sunday School
during worship

6

7

8

12

13

8:45 Adult Ed.
10:00 Worship

7 p.m. Deacon
meeting
7 p.m. Bell
Choir rehearsal

7 p.m. Mission 7 p.m. Choir
meeting
rehearsal

14

18

19

20

21

8:45 Adult Ed.
10:00 Worship
Ordination of Deacons and Elders.
Sunday School
during worship

NO Bell Choir
rehearsal

9 a.m. June
Newsletter
deadline

7 p.m. Choir
rehearsal

25

26

8:45 Adult Ed.
10:00 Worship
Sunday School
during worship

7 p.m. Bell
Choir rehearsal

10

10 to noon
Pastor Ken
Loving Stitches graduates this
day with DocParents Night
tor of Ministry
Out Cancelled from Duke
University.

7:30 p.m. The
Awakening—
youth

11

Sunday School
during worship

9

7 p.m. Choir
rehearsal

15

16

7 p.m. Session
Meeting

7:30 a.m.
Men’s Fellowship Breakfast
7:30 p.m.
Hand Bell concert at Calvin
Presbyterian

7 p.m. Fellowship meeting

22

17

23

24

10 to noon
Loving Stitches

7:30 p.m. The
7 p.m. TuesAwakening—
days Treasures youth

27

28

29

30

31

7 p.m. Choir
rehearsal

For the latest calendar updates, go to www.tpcspirit.org and click on calendar.
Regular TPC office hours are Monday through Thursday,
9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and Friday, 9 a.m. to noon.
Office hours can vary; call ahead to confirm the office is open.

2014
FINANCIALS

Actuals

Budget

Dollar
Difference

Operating Income
Year to Date 3/31/14

$87,104

$96,038

($8,934)

Operating Expenses
Year to Date 3/31/14

$89,770

$95,940

$6,170
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9230 SW Siletz Drive
Tualatin, OR 97062-9182

TUALATIN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
9230 SW Siletz Drive, Tualatin, OR 97062
The Rev. Ken Evers-Hood, Pastor
Phone: 503-692-4160
Web Address: www.tpcspirit.org We’re also on Facebook.
Worship Service – Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Parish Associate: The Rev. Charlie Brown
Elders: Randy Beyer, Dave Backen, Chip Kyle, Joan Nardi, Judy Nix, Bob Paetsch, Emily Ricker, Kathy Sweetland, and
Katrina Weener.
Deacons: Julian Awdry, Becky Backen, Dan Barker, Bud Bender, Karen Black, Rebecca Crall, Barbara Harriman, Barb Kerr,
Mary Maleta, Marilyn Staples-Sundt, Karen Stevenson, and Nancy Wilcox.
Office Administrator: Susan Springer
Financial Assistant: Rhoda Friesen
Director of Music Ministries: Dr. David Kelly
Accompanist: Dr. Ron Fabbro
Bell Choir Director: Debbie Ivanov
Director of Youth and Family Ministries: Andrew Hall
Art Director: Mary Shiffer
Bereavement Committee Chair: Barbara Crall
Blood Drive Coordinator: Scott Cameron

Clerk of Session: Carolyn Barker
Cookie Coordinator: Myrna Friese
Newsletter Editor: Susan Springer
Parish Nurse: Dianne Lemmon
Prayer Chain: Greg Imus
Treasurer: Jennifer Ayers
Tuesdays Treasures: Carolyn Locke
Webmaster: John Martin
Wedding Coordinator: Stacy Mauer

Office hours may vary; call ahead to confirm.
Monday – Thursday: 9:00 a.m.– 3:00 p.m., Friday – 9:00 a.m. to noon

