2015
Annual Report

If you find an item interesting or helpful, please give the author
of that item your feedback.
If you visited this document, I would love to hear from you
about your thoughts on the value of this experiment of
putting the annual report on our website. Contact
clerk at tpcspirit.org
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PASTOR’S REPORT
As I write this I’m meeting with a group of pastors gathered from all over the country studying
the scriptures for the year ahead. An unusually organized and ambitious cohort, we actually have
assignments and present our findings to one another. One of my assignments is a reading from First
Kings that won’t take place until June. It’s the story of Elijah encountering God in the stillness. This
happens when he’s on the run fleeing for his life from the evil queen Jezebel. He huffs it to Mt. Sinai
looking for the very spot where Moses met with God face to face. When Elijah finally finds the spot a
lot of the same things happen. A great storm comes, the earth quakes, there’s fire. Normally, this
earth, wind, and fire is precisely where God tends to show up in the Old Testament. But not here. No,
it isn’t until this eerie quiet, this “sound of silence”, that Elijah realizes God is in the house. Elijah steps
out, pleading his case, sounding like he’s expecting God to take pity on him. Instead, God tells him to
suck it up, come down from the mountain, and get back to work. But what about Jezebel? Get back to
work? But what about all the bad things going on? Get. Back. To. Work. And then, in what feels like an
anticlimax, Elijah goes through a very boring series of mundane, undramatic tasks. And, oh yeah, in the
midst of what seems like all of that busy work, Jezebel falls.
The point? Sometimes God works in huge, dramatic ways, obvious to all. But more often than
not, God is found in the still, small moments of every day life when we’re going about our work taking
care of business. To me this is what 2015 has been like. It’s been a quietly strong year for TPC. Our
worship continues to feed us, membership has steadily grown, and our mission work has strengthened
in small, beautiful ways. We’ve made small but significant changes to our leadership structure rolling
youth and children’s ministry into one ministry area designated family ministry; adding a long-range
planning elder, and pivoting what we used to call an administration elder into a stewardship and
administration elder. Huge changes? A massive restructure? Nope. But these small moves will, over
time, help us be more faithful in our commitments. Also, our fantastic finance committee and office
staff successfully navigated saying goodbye to our long time financial administrator, Rhoda Friesen,
and welcoming Diane Goetz into the position. Honestly, when it comes to critical yet behind-thescenes operations like our financial system, this kind of smooth, quiet, undramatic change is huge.
Sometimes the most significant events are the negative outcomes that could have occurred but didn’t.
In my first year I learned that the elders don’t have a normal business meeting in December.
Instead, the elders, deacons, staff, and their significant others gather for a party. In what has become a
fun tradition I tend to write a silly poem thanking them for their service. This year I will share this with
all of you.
In Christ,
The Rev. Dr. Ken Evers-Hood
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PASTOR’S REPORT (Continued)
Once again we find ourselves here
At the end of another great year
Hearts grateful for an amazing church, faithful leaders and staff
Friends that support us and a pastor who, mostly intentionally, makes us laugh
It has been a year of transitions and change
We have a new clerk and said goodbye to Rhoda
Who is hopefully traveling with Phil
Or cheering at the Moda (Pause. Well you try rhyming something with Rhoda.)
And with everything moving according to plan
Judy led YET another fantastic new hire search
Resulting in Diane
Cheers to our deacons who are on a tear
Sending thank you’s, emails with recipes, and love to everyone everywhere
They care for us when we’re sick and when with the world we’re at odds
Mailing care packages to college students and stuffing us with deacon dogs
And here’s to our amazing session
Who gives our buoyant adventure expression
And to Susan the bulletin queen without peer
Deftly dispatching every detail
From calls to hosting the Wesley bell ringers
And to David and Debbie who lead our music so fine
From choirs, banjos, strings and bells
Your lift our congregation to the heights of cloud nine
But what about Drew, our bearded, bat man sock wearing young man
Surviving a youth mission trip
In a worn tired, wasp infested, dead batteried van
You are great with our youth and kid zoo
And we know God will be watching wherever God takes you
Once again we find ourselves here
At the end of another great year
Can the Holy Spirit possibly take us any higher??
Yes. But only if you can keep your pastor of ten years
from setting the building on fire.
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CLERK OF SESSION
Duties of the Clerk: The clerk serves at the discretion of the session and is elected annually -- Rick
Crall was elected 2/19/2015 to succeed Carolyn Barker who's inspired and dedicated service since 2011
is deeply appreciated. The clerk must be an elder, but is not a voting member of session. Primary
duties are to prepare minutes for session and congregational meetings, maintain official membership
rolls, prepare statistical reports for the Presbytery, compile the annual report to the congregation, and
any other duties as requested by the session.

Duties of the Session: The session functions as a corporate board conducting regular meetings
each month with occasional special meetings as needed. Meeting minutes are available in the church
office and a summary is published monthly in the newsletter.
Congregational elections occur annually in March. Ruling elders serve three-year terms by
classes. Each elder is assigned a special area of responsibility. A session retreat is held annually in the
fall to vision and plan for the coming year. This October the retreat was held in Pacific City. The
retreat was opened Friday evening with prayer and dinner together (photo).
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Session Ruling Elders Serving in 2015:
Class of 2016:

Class of 2017:

Building & Grounds -- Bob Paetsch
Fellowship & Member Integration –Emily Ricker
Human Resources -- Judy Nix

Adult Education -- John Casebeer
Worship -- Joan Nardi
Family Ministry – Katrina Weener

Class of 2018:
Long-Range Planning -- Craig Bowen
Mission -- Cathy Lambeth
Stewardship & Admin --Maureen Wolf

Active Membership Report
Active Membership at 12/31/2014
Transfer and Reaffirmation of Faith
Death
Losses
Active Membership at 12/31/2015

New Members in 2015:

292
20
(2)
(13)
297

Naomi Batte, Val Kress, Matt Kress, Kathy MacCluer, Scott MacCluer, Ken Ball, Julie Ball, Andrew
Norlin, Samantha Norlin, John Whitehurst, Derrilyn Bayha, Derrick Olsen, Rebecca Olsen, Pamela
White, Beth Schulke, Gary Schulke, Paul Keller, William James, Valerie James, and Eileen Eakins.

Deaths of Members and Affiliates
Maxine Jenovich 1/15/2015
Joel Norman 1/28/15

Baptisms of Children:
Elliana Christine Norlin 4/26/2015
MacKenzie Christine Myers 5/10/2015
Riley Shay Carlson 7/19/2015

Weddings officiated by The Rev. Dr. Ken Evers-Hood:
Melissa Carlin and Adam Peterson July 11, 2015

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PCUSA IS COMING TO PORTLAND
The General Assembly is the governing body of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and is holding
its 222nd meeting in Portland Oregon next June. The last time the GA met in Portland was 1967, so
this is a monumental event that has been involving all the churches in the Presbytery of the Cascades
in its planning and preparation. TPC has already been involved in small ways as we prepare for this
event.
TPC will have a big opportunity to participate directly, and meet many of the delegates to the
General Assembly from across the nation and around the world on Sunday, June 19, 2016. On that
Sunday morning, we will host up to 50 delegates at our worship service. Afterwards, we'll serve lunch
to this body of delegates. Watch for further announcement of this big event as we ask for volunteers
to help out with it.
Submitted by Rick Crall, Clerk of Session
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ADULT EDUCATION ELDER
Sunday Morning Adult Edge

Adult Education seeks to embody the three words that emerged from the Fall 2015 Session Retreat as
descriptive of the TPC community experience: Adventuring, Buoyancy, and Generous Community. With these
three words in mind, the mission statement for Adult Edge is to create a loving community where everyone is
welcome to safely share personal stories in the context of exploring eternal stories through interactive
discussion.
Throughout 2015 Adult Edge, which meets downstairs each Sunday morning at 8:45, experimented with
formats and focuses. Pastor Ken led two vibrant educational studies. One involved cognitive biases, game
theory, and decision making for the church leader. These group sessions investigated human decision-making
processes involving brain activity, social connections, cultural influences, and a multitude of internal and
external forces.
Pastor Ken also led a detailed review of the practices, theology, and sacraments of the Eastern Orthodox
Church based on the book For the Life of the World by Alexander Schmemann. Watching videos of Orthodox
practices, along with comments by priests and theologians, helped deepen our understanding of this branch of
the Christian tradition.
Aric Clark, one of Pastor Ken’s colleagues, led a May study of his new book: Never Pray Again: Lift Your
Head, Unfold Your Hands, and Get to Work. The provocative title and Aric’s engaging teaching style brought a
fresh perspective to an age-old topic.
After taking the summer off, Adult Edge began a 13-week survey of the book The Road to Character by
New York Times columnist David Brooks. Each week a different leader prepared questions and comments to
foster reflection on several historical characters and their roads to character and to encourage contemplation of
our own paths.
New this year on the first Sunday of each month, the focus of Adult Edge shifted to creating art with TPC
Art Director Chris Robertson or a more free-flowing discussion of subjects as varied as dreams or what it might
mean to become a child in relation to Jesus’ instruction in Matthew 18 to “become like children.”

Adult Small Group Studies

Two small groups convened in February 2015. John and Jean Martin led the second of a two-part book
study continuing from Fall 2014, focusing on The Last Week by Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic Crossan.
Whereas the first half of the study concentrated on the Christmas stories, this book presented an in-depth study
of Mark’s account of the Easter week. Up to fifteen people gathered each week around the fireplace in the
Martin home to share insights about the events of the Easter week in light of the political and social forces at
work in first-century Jerusalem.
Stephen and Emily Ricker facilitated a 6-week lectionary/sermon discussion group on Sunday afternoons
in the home of Priscilla Hagan. Back by popular demand, this small group was also a continuation of a class that
first met in Fall 2014.
A little later in the Spring, Dan and Carolyn Barker led a 7-week small group book study in their home of
The God We Can Know: Exploring the “I Am” Sayings of Jesus by Rob Fuquay, senior pastor of St. Luke’s United
Methodist Church in Indianapolis. Eleven participants explored Jesus’ question as articulated in the Gospel of
John: “Who do you say that I am?” Short video clips of Holy Land places gave class members an opportunity to
travel to the locations where Jesus spoke his significant “I am” sayings.
TPC adult small groups took a hiatus during Fall 2015, but small groups will be back with more offerings
in 2016. Small groups are a great way for newer folk to enter into congregational life and a great way for longerterm members to reconnect.
Submitted by John Casebeer, Adult Education Elder
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BUILDING AND GROUNDS ELDER
The Building and Grounds elder continued to use the Physical/Capital Needs Assessment, prepared by
Marsha Steffen in 2013, as a roadmap for the needs of the church's building and three acres of grounds in 2015.

Building and Grounds improvements that were completed in 2015 include:
* The carpet in the narthex was professionally cleaned twice during the year.
* I continued to replace many failed fluorescent tubes and ballasts throughout the building.
* The church library books were lovingly re-cataloged by Maureen Richardson.
* Our landscaping agreement with Crowley Landscaping was renewed in 2015. Crowley continues to take
good care of our church grounds.
* Bay View Building Maintenance stripped, sealed and refinished the floors of the two upstairs restrooms
and the kitchen floor, as well.
* As a precautionary measure, Rod Kerr and I flushed out the two fire hydrants located on the church
grounds.
* The sump pump located in the backflow valve vault failed and had to be replaced. Rod Kerr assisted me.
* Rod Kerr repaired or replaced three electric wall heaters in the preschool area.
* Thanks to the efforts of Karl Schultz and Carolyn Barker, the church's Emergency Plan was updated and
then approved by the Session.
* The two backup batteries for our fire detection system were replaced.
* All of the pendant lights in the Sanctuary, plus the recessed lights over the choir area, were replaced with
energy-efficient LED bulbs.
* The building's CFL soffit lights (at back of building and on Boones Ferry side) were replaced with LED retrokit fixtures.
* Rick Mauer and Rod Kerr installed a connection box in the floor of the Sanctuary that will provide power
and other services to that area of the building.
* Throughout the year, I assisted Chris Robertson in displaying various art items in the Sanctuary and the
narthex.
* In June, five members of the Men's Fellowship Group spent a morning tidying up the TPC grounds.
* During 2015, we saw encouraging signs that our efforts to lower TPC's utility costs have begun to pay off.
Our use of electricity, natural gas and water was down as compared to previous years.
* Rick Mauer completed a comprehensive overhaul of the electrical panels in the preschool storage room.
* A fir tree, whose roots were extending into a neighbor's backyard, was removed.
* A new fire alarm maintenance and monitoring company, Innovative Technology Solutions, was hired to
replace our previous contractor.
* Two individuals, Larry Nord and Chris Robertson, agreed to be my backup should our fire alarm system go
off during non-business hours and I'm not available to respond. Our new alarm company provided training for
Larry and Chris and for church staff members regarding what they need to do if the fire alarm goes off.
* I obtained some additional estimates for improving the surface of the church parking lot.
* Russ Carlin cut down a dead (and dangerous) birch tree near the preschool playground equipment.
* The emergency backup battery in one of our fluorescent light fixtures failed and Rick Mauer replaced it
with a new one.
* The church's annual fire safety inspection took place in October, and, after correcting some minor
corrections, the building passed inspection.
The Building and Grounds Committee continued to meet, as needed, in 2015. Among other tasks, they
reviewed the higher cost projects recommended in the Physical/Capital Needs Assessment and made
recommendations to the Session with regard to each project's priority.
Submitted by Bob Paetsch, Building & Grounds Elder
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Family Ministry Elder
Children’s Education Report
Nursery School
The nursery continues under the care of Laurie David and her son Casey. Laurie and Casey
provide a safe, caring, and nurturing environment for our children ages three and under every Sunday
beginning at 8:30 am, in time for parents to attend adult education if they choose.
Elementary
We continued to use a new curriculum this year, published by Spark House, called Holy Moly.
Holy Moly is an interactive curriculum that includes a video, discussion time, reading and drawing in
the Bible for older elementary children (grades 2&3) or reading a rhyming bible story for the younger
elementary children (Pre-K to grade1), followed by a craft that connects back to the day’s bible
passage. I love the time in these lessons where teachers get to ask for the children’s interpretations of
the video and the story; always enlightening.
The elementary children’s program runs on volunteer help like no other, and one of the
hallmarks of this program is that many hands make light work. While we no longer need prep teams
for this curriculum, we do still need teachers. If you have ever thought of teaching or maybe you are
just looking for a great place to volunteer, please contact Andrew Hall.
THANK YOU TEACHERS AND VOLUNTEERS !!
Teachers: Emily Gibson, Cackie Kyle, Cathy Lambeth, Jennifer Ayers, Renee James, Emily Ricker,
Stephen Ricker, Alan Grobey, Denise Collins, Karly Corona, Rebecca Olsen. In addition, there are some
silent but essential partners like Susan Springer, Rhoda Friesen (retired) and Diane Goetz.
Extra-Curricular Activities
Live Nativity:
Last month the elementary children participated with the Youth to put on the Live Nativity,
under the direction of Andrew Hall. The kids had a wonderful time acting as sheep and shepherds,
eating cookies, drinking hot chocolate and doing crafts. This year we also had many youth play an
instrument as a musical, “gift.” What a talented group we have. A huge shout out to the men’s group
who helped to set up the crèche, sting lights and deliver straw, and to all the volunteers who played
music, ran crafts, and prepared and served food, THANK YOU!
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FAMILY MINISTRY ELDER (Continued)

Mission Month
For mission month, the children participated in Read-A-Thon for six weeks, benefitting Estalin
and Sarah, the children TPC sponsors through Compassion International, raising almost $600 dollars!!.
Thank you for your generous support of our children and of Compassion International. Look for the
children to sponsor another mission fundraiser again this February, proceeds will again benefit Estalin
and Sarah.

Tween Group (grades 4-6)
This year, we continue using curriculum from the same company as the elementary grades,
Spark House. This curriculum is called, Connect, and is written specifically for tweens. This curriculum
starts with a quirky video and is followed by discussion time with the teachers. Connect, places
particular emphasis on using the bible given to each child, to look up other bible verses that talk about
similar themes as the week’s main bible verse. Rebecca Olsen and Alan Grobey teach this exciting
group and we are actively looking for one more teacher. Contact Andrew Hall if you are interested.
Middle/High School
Continuing under the influence of Andrew Hall, our youth participate by sitting together as a
group up front to hear the sermon then going downstairs to discuss the sermon and the readings. We
have incredibly talented, smart and inquisitive children; I have spoken to other Sunday school leaders
who wish their kids wanted to stay in service and are amazed by our kid’s choices.
Extra-Curricular Activities
There are plenty of activities for our youth. In this last year the youth have participated in lockins, a summer mission trip, bi-weekly youth group (Awakenings), and helped out with the live nativity;
they are a very busy group of kids! For a deeper look at what the youth have been doing this last year,
please see Andrew Hall’s report.
As many of you are aware, I have stepped down as Elder of Family Ministries. It has been my
joy and privilege to work with the children and families of TPC and our amazing Session. I look forward
to this new stage in the life of our children’s program; I am sure that the new Elder will bring
wonderful, fresh ideas that continue to move the children’s program forward.
Katrina Weener, Family Ministry Elder
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THEREFORE
ENCOURAGE ONE
ANOTHER AND
BUILD UP EACH
OTHER, AS INDEED
YOU ARE DOING.

Be hospitable
to one another
without
complaining.
1Peter 4:9

1THESSALONIANS
5:11

OUR YEAR IN
FELLOWSHIP
What a feeling,
being’s believing…
(Flashdance and the Bible…a natural pairing
I’m sure…OK, now we can begin together
with the same song in our mind’s ear).
We are a community that sups well
together; we potluck and picnic, we sign up and bring our favorite dishes to share, we pitch in and set up tables
and when our time together closes we help clean and put away; there is always someone on the self appointed
clean-up crew, people bussing tables and feeding the hungry dishwasher. All of this happens as a dance, we
partner together with goodwill and love. As the fellowship elder I am often credited for the success of an event
and my answer is always, ‘many hands make light work’ and I mean that with every fiber of my being. My open
letter to you, my faith community, is one of thanks, appreciation and deep love. Our Hanging of the Greens 2015
had 24 people sign up to attend, well over 50 stayed and we had enough soup, salad, bread and of course
dessert to attend all. Not to be hyperbolic but very loaves and fishes-esque. So as I reflect on our year in
fellowship, rather than a list of events, my mind favors memories and feelings; of the Ayers family on KP duty
together, the grill masters who arrive early and feed us at our summer picnic and the kids bouncing between the
food and the playground, the buoyant spirit of Russ Carlin and our hootenanny series, Erik Spurrell singing with
his arms open wide, our teamwork to surprise Ken for his 40th & Karen Carlin’s cupcake magic, the Blues
Brothers aka Stephen & Russ, Bob & Diane Paetsch running the vacuum picking up the
potluck detritus…My heart feels full to bursting and my eyes well with tears of
Take your
happiness when I think of you all and our lively, loving fellowship. May we all treasure
it. May each of us make it our mission to reach toward people to include and
passion and
celebrate all in 2016…and may we see with our hearts eye, tend to and nurture this
make it
special thing we have here at Tualatin Presbyterian Church.
Peace & Love ~ Emily Ricker, Fellowship and Member Integration Elder
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happen...

HUMAN RESOURCES ELDER
The HR Elder serves as a consultant to the Pastor, Elders and staff on Human Resource related
issues such as recruitment, compensation, benefits, employee relations, human resources compliance,
payroll and job description and human resource policy development. Highlights for the year include
the items listed below:
Employment
Retirement
• Rhoda Friesen, Financial Assistant – 14 years of service (6/8/2001-8/31/2015)
Talent Acquisition
• Financial Assistant - Hired Diane Goetz – 8/30/2015 (15 hours/week)
• Pastor Associate of Congregational Care - Hired Dick Wiggers – 09/01/2015 (5 hours/week)
Compensation/Benefits
Salary and benefit studies were conducted for pastor and employee positions. Passage of a
new sick leave law effective January 1, 2016, required a Human Resources policy change, development
of an additional tracking system for part-time employees and employee communication.
Safe Church Policy Requirement
A directive from the Presbytery required all churches to have a Safe Church policy in place by
the end of the year. A Safe Church Committee was formed and the HR Elder led the research and
development of policies, forms and an outside firm to host the tracking and training. Key elements of
this policy are that all volunteers who work with children/youth or vulnerable adults plus all staff on
TPC payroll will have to complete Child Safety Training, a Volunteer Application form, and provide
references that can be checked and maintained on file.
Budget
The 2016 budget was prepared for salaries, benefits and payroll expenses, which are the largest
TPC expenses.
Submitted by Judy C. Nix,
SPHR, Human Resources Elder
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MISSION ELDER
Committee Members: Russ Carlin, Bob Eddy, Carolyn Locke, Rebecca Olsen, and Cathy Lambeth
The goal of Mission at TPC is to provide opportunities and avenues to support the mission of each
and every person in our congregation. Our Mission activities are a visible expression of TPC’s hearts
and sprits. These include:
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•

•
•

Tuesday’s Treasures – Providing monthly social activities and devotions for our TPC volunteers
together with adults with developmental disabilities in our community.
School House Project – Provides school supplies for needy children in the Tigard-Tualatin School
District each fall. This year, TPC provided over 40 backpacks, school-ready and full of supplies.
Christmas Giving Tree – Provides children’s gifts and food baskets for local families. This
December we increased our gifting by about 30%.
Janus Project (a.k.a. the “Mitten Tree”) – Provides homeless teens with winter gloves, scarves,
hats and socks.
Holiday Cookie Sale – Brings out the talents in both our chefs and eaters. This year, proceeds
are supporting Compassion International in support of our sponsored children, Sarah and
Estalin.
Christmas Memorials – Collects monetary gifts in honor/memory of someone special; in 2015,
gifts are shared between Canine Companions for Independence, The Good Neighbor Shelter in
Tigard, and Mental Health First Aid.
Annual Presbyterian Offerings – World Communion Sunday Peace and Reconciliation offering
targeted Syrian refugee support. The Christmas Joy, One Great Hour of Sharing, and Pentecost
continued support for local, national and international concerns through PCUSA.
Community Help funds – Provides small amounts for emergencies to those in need.
Tualatin Food Pantry - The Tualatin Food Pantry receives funding from TPC. Individuals from
TPC are critical members of the food pantry team, helping to coordinate volunteer workers.
Members from the congregation work on a regular schedule, receiving donations, stocking
shelves and assisting those who come to the pantry to “shop”.
Adult Mission Trips - TPC conducted adult mission trips in 2015, including single day trips, and a
multi-day trip to Bend working with that Habitat group.
Compassion International: Mission has committed to the support of two youth – Estalin, an 8
year-old boy living in Ecuador; and Sarah, a 15 year-old girl living in Uganda. This ongoing
commitment was also supported this year by the Youth Read-a-thon fundraiser.

We are a lively, joyful team of ‘do-ers’ seeking to effectively serve our church community. We welcome
you at our meetings on the 2nd Tuesday of each month. Peace!
Cathy Lambeth, Mission Elder
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STEWARDSHIP/ADMINISTRATION ELDER
The responsibilities of the Stewardship/Administration Elder include the following areas and
topics within each area:
Finance:
• Prepare the annual budget;
• Review and oversee the monthly financial reports prepared by the Treasurer and report to
Session;
• Conduct an annual financial review to ensure controls are in place and financial transactions
support the reported figures;
• Review the building loan (if applicable);
• Review the preschool lease (tri-annually or as needed).
Office Management:
• Review church insurance;
• Review office related lease agreements and service contracts;
• Approve and sign for budgeted requests from staff (office manager, financial administrator,
parish nurse) as needed.
Stewardship:
•
•
•
•

Review the goal and message of the campaign;
Present campaign goals to congregation;
Review campaign progress and provide results of the campaign to the budget preparation
process;
In concurrence with the Pastor, set overall giving goals and objectives

In January 2015 after the congregation was given the opportunity to comment, an annual
budget was presented to and approved by the Session. The church began the year with a fund balance
of $42,645. Over $26,000 was transferred to the church’s reserve fund and $8,000 was transferred
into a new capital improvement fund. Due to careful stewardship on the part of the Elders and staff
and generous giving by the congregation, TPC ended 2015 with income (net of other fund transfers) of
$20,244. It was an excellent financial year for Tualatin Presbyterian Church! Financial statements for
2015 are included on the last pages of the published annual report.
A finance committee assists the Stewardship & Administration Elder. Members of the
committee were Maureen Wolf, Dave Backen, Jennifer Ayers, Rhoda Friesen, Diane Paetsch and
Carolyn Barker. After 14 years of service, Rhoda Friesen retired as the church’s Financial Office
Assistant. Diane Goetz joined TPC the end of August. The committee reviews monthly financial
statements and discusses financial issues as they arise to make recommendations to Session.
The 2014 annual financial review was completed on May 1, 2015; a few recommendations were
made to improve internal control and the budgeting process. The qualified review team consisted of
Carolyn Barker, Maureen Wolf, and Jennifer Ayers, Treasurer. The treasurer was included on the audit
team because her management role consists of internal accounting oversight. The Financial Office
Assistant, Rhoda Friesen, prepares all accounting records and contribution data for the church. Rhoda
Friesen was available for the review to provide assistance as needed. She is to be commended for her
excellent work.
The 2015 stewardship campaign centered Session’s desire to refine the church’s mission.
Session focused on the following questions14

STEWARDSHIP & ADMINISTRATION ELDER (continued)
Question 1: Where have you seen deep joy at TPC? What kinds of times or
spaces can you imagine that might tap into this deep joy in the days ahead?
In other words if we were to build on our strengths what have we done that
creates the space for God’s spirit to move in the past and how might we live
this out in fresh ways in the future?
Question 2: Where do you see God moving OUTSIDE of TPC? Where is God
active in Tualatin, Wilsonville, Tigard, and Sherwood? As a reminder God
moves in mysterious ways- we’re not necessarily talking about what other
churches are doing or things that appear religious. We’re talking about
where you see the joyful, reconciling, inclusive, challenging, and just good
news being enacted whether religious language is used or not. How might
TPC join in this fun?
In response to these questions, Session landed on: generous community; buoyancy; adventuring. We
are a body that outwardly cares about our community, shares joy and vitality in worship and eagerly
seeks God’s word knowing we don’t fully know what is in store for us.
We asked our congregation to prayerfully consider a five percent increase in their annual giving.
Submitted by Maureen Wolf, Stewardship & Administration Elder

STRATEGIC AND LONG RANGE PLANNING ELDER
Renowned general and former President Dwight D. Eisenhower once said: “In preparing for
battle I have always found that plans are useless, but planning is indispensable.”
This tension between the necessity for the planning and the need to be open to change
perfectly describes our hope for this new position of Long-Range Planning Elder.
One of the things we do best at TPC is flexibility. When challenges arises in our community we
set aside our calendars, pull together, and we do what needs to be done. But, in the same breath, it’s
also safe to say that sometimes it’s helpful for the right hand to know what the left hand is doing, or at
least thinking about doing. And in that spirit we feel the time has come for us to plan a bit more
consciously than we have in the past.
I worked with Ken this year to lead our annual session retreat. Our main goals were to
strengthen relationships, lift up where we saw and felt God moving in the year past, discern our core
values and the gathering points that really draw this community together, and look to the year ahead.
It’s worth repeating the three words that really define us: adventuring; buoyancy; and generous
community. (Yes, we know that’s four, but breaking rules also seems to be something we like to do,
too.) Adventuring captures our willingness to follow God’s wild Holy Spirit, and being bold to ask
questions and try new things. Buoyancy captures our quickness to laughter and the wonderful,
uplifting quality we experience together in the God’s Spirit. By generous community we mean the part
of us that goes to such lengths in our caring for those with real, pressing needs.
We held listening sessions during stewardship season this year. Not only were we
communicating the financial position and need of the congregation as in the past, but we also asked
our members about the dreams you were having and the places you were experiencing God’s presence
not only in the church but in the community around us. In particular we also addressed our vision of
reimagining our narthex as a more welcoming and communicative space.
Submitted by Craig Bowen, Strategic and Long Range Planning Elder
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WORSHIP ELDER
Worship Team Members: Debbie Ivanov, David Kelly, John Lewis, Adele Pelletier, Carol Rhodes, Ronn
Rhodes and Chris Robertson
Worship attendance continues to remain strong; evidence of a buoyant, joyous community.
Following the sudden death of our dear member, Clare Hahn; Ronn Rhodes graciously
volunteered to assume responsibility for arranging for Sunday greeters and ushers. This responsibility
was previously managed by Clare.
The TPC music program continues to be strong with a variety of instrumental and vocal
inclusions in our worship services. Director of Music Ministries, Dr. David Kelly, orchestrated selections
from Felix Mendelssohn’s Oratorio “Elijah” which was presented in May by the Chancel Choir and
soloists accompanied by a small orchestra.
We also continue to hear great music from the Bell Choir, under the direction of Debbie Ivanov.
June 14th, Youth Sunday, our youth shared their gifts of music and the Word in worship. The
congregation was impressed by the maturity these young people conveyed in their presentations.
The Art Team under the direction of Chris Robertson, offered a number of opportunities for the
congregation to be involved in liturgical artwork. The response from participants of all ages, including
children, has been very positive. The congregation has also expressed delight in the variety of art
displayed throughout the Sanctuary and Narthex.
In August, we had great fun honoring Pastor Ken on his 40th birthday. Carolyn Locke wrote a
humorous poem and the congregation joined in singing special responses underscoring Carolyn’s
poetic points. In conclusion, everyone celebrated with “birthday cupcakes” in the Narthex.
Sunday, October 11th, TPC observed our first “Deacon Sunday”. A number of Deacons took part
in the service fulfilling roles such as liturgist, ushers and greeters. Russ Carlin, Susan Fee and Becky
Backen shared what it has meant to them to be Deacons. We are truly blessed to have our caring and
compassionate Deacons.
Advent began with our “Hanging of the Greens” service, followed by a potluck supper. We
celebrated Christmas Eve with our traditional 5:00 PM, Family Service that focuses on the children in
attendance. We initiated a change this year by moving our Communion and Candle Light Service to
8:00 PM. Both services were well attended.
Finally, a word of sincere thanks to the many volunteers who sign-up for a variety of worship
related responsibilities: greeters, ushers, liturgists, readers and sound technicians. We couldn’t “make
it happen” without your service!
Respectfully submitted by,
Joan Nardi, Worship Elder
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DEACONS’ REPORT
The Deacons started 2015 with Dan Barker as moderator. After Dan and Russ Carlin had
successfully launched our Care Calendar; which helped the Deacons serve those in need of assistance
with meals, rides, visits, etc., Dan turned our attention to promoting the Deacons visibility in the
congregation with a focus on the positive. One of our first events, spearheaded by Susan Cameron,
was decorating in the Narthex with Shamrocks with hand written comments from the congregation to
one another. We also had Deacon Donuts. The brainchild of our alliterative Deacon Russ Carlin, the
Deacons served donut holes to their parish after service.
In June, Rebecca Crall took over as moderator with Susan Fee as co-moderator as Dan Barker,
Barb Harriman, Julien Awdry, and Barbara Kerr completed their Deacon terms. New Deacons Dianne
Lemmon, Bonnie Nord, Deb Lewis, and Bob Eddy joined Rebecca Crall, Susan Fee, Jackie Norman,
Susan Cameron, Russ Carlin, Becky Backen, Karen Black, and Mary Maleta to complete our 2015
Deacons.
The Deacons had our first Deacon Sunday in which the Deacons were both celebrated and filled
many of the roles in the service. I know Deacon Sunday was meaningful to the Deacons, and also
appreciated by the congregation.
Over the summer we had Deacon Dogs, also the idea of Russ Carlin, when the Deacons served hot dogs
to the congregation on the patio after service. Some of the Deacons had activities with their parish.
This fall, we made care packages that were sent to our college students that were very well received.
And, of course, we continue to organize coffee hour after service.

For 2016, we hope to continue in our roles of service and assistance as well as organizing fun
activities to promote fellowship within our parish.

Submitted by Susan Fee,
Deacon Co-Moderator
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DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRIES
The Awakening
The Awakening has continued into its third year, serving students from sixth grade through college. It remains a
youth group intended to present students with opportunities to experience food, fun, and fellowship one night a
week outside of Sunday School. We begin each meeting by eating dinner together while discussing our weeks,
continue with several rotating games, and conclude the evening watching a video and discussing its meaning,
relevance, and applicable lessons. The Awakening is open to all students who wish to attend, and each student
is encouraged to bring friends. Our most populated meetings run into the twenties, and our lowest see single
digits. With the fluctuating
dynamic of the youth group
due to students going away to
college, so too does the
population at an average
meeting fluctuate.
The
Awakening allows for students
of all ages to get to know one
another, bond, and establish
strong friendships outside of
their usual school cliques. The
Awakening
is
also
the
foundation upon which all
other youth group activities are
launched.

Youth Summer Mission Trip
2015 saw the completion of the second annual
Youth Summer Mission Trip. We had seventeen
attendees, including three adult chaperones and
Pastor Ken, an increase of five participants up
from last year. The team traveled down to
Walker River, Nevada to work with Sierra
Service Project in serving the Paiute Native
American tribe. Our team was split into smaller
groups and we were paired with four other
churches from California. Students participated
in many service projects, including working on
roofs, painting exterior walls, digging ditches,
building a ramp, etc. The week featured several
hours of spiritual development programming,
and allowed our youth group to travel to Lake
Tahoe to celebrate the Fourth of July.
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Serving the Community
The youth have begun participating in several regular, monthly
service opportunities at both Bridgetown Ministries’ Night Strike and
Portland Rescue Mission’s Friday night dinner service. We have
rolled up our sleeves, gotten to work, and begun serving the
homeless population that live in our very own community. Night
Strike meets every Thursday night and serves food, clothing, haircuts,
dog food, and other necessities to those in need under the Burnside
Bridge. The Portland Rescue Mission serves upwards of 500+ meals
to homeless individuals every single day. Our monthly participation
helps serve 300 of those meals in one night, allowing the youth of our
church and our adult chaperones to engage in highly relational conversations with individuals desperately
needing food, clothing, shelter, and friends. Both opportunities are open to students fourth grade and up,
friends of our youth, and adults who would enjoy serving as chaperones as well.

Extracurricular Activities
We were given many opportunities this year to
enjoy one another’s company, play, and develop
stronger, deeper, richer, better, more supportive
relationships. Included in these extracurricular
activities were an all-family summer softball game,
the second annual living nativity, trips to Buffalo
Wild Wings to watch exciting sporting events
(including the Timbers national championship
game), movie nights, and even an all-night lock-in
where the students and myself played games,
watched movies, ate, and enjoyed each other’s
company from 10:00 at night until worship service
the following morning. Each event was built
specifically for our students and the dynamic of our
youth group.
Submitted by Andrew Hall,
Director of Youth and Family Ministries
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DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRIES
Music Ministries has led worship each Sunday of 2015 as well as a number of “extra” worship events. Gratitude
goes out to the many volunteers that keep things vibrant throughout the year.
The Bell Choir under the direction of Debbie Ivanov has rung with beauty and confidence each month from
October through June.

Accompanist Dr. Ron Fabbro continues to support worship by leading congregational and choral singing.

He

also provides invaluable expertise with solo vocalists and instrumentalists.

Folk Music is alive and well among us because of the leadership of several individuals, but I would like to
thank Bill James for his frequent contributions and providing leadership with other individuals. His “ukulele
band” involved several congregants in a new way, keeping worship “strummed, picked and folksy.” Kip
Stevenson and Marshall Watkins also brought us offerings in a folk idiom.
The Chancel Choir led congregational singing and provided a variety of choral styles throughout the year. A
May offering of selections from Mendelssohn’s “Elijah” was our spring masterwork with soloists and
instrumentalists. The fourth Sunday of Advent featured a number of carols and two Baroque solos with an
instrumental ensemble. Women’s Chorus is a new addition and provided anthems to worship.

Cantors occasionally offered leadership to our congregational singing when needed.

Special thanks go out to
these individuals for their efforts: Katie Olsen, Leah Olson, Shari Olsen, Melissa and Brynn Evers-Hood.

Instrumentalists

provide more and more offerings. Thanks extend to Elizabeth Redding, Jill Gambill and
Megan, Bobby and Jeff Weener. Percussion has brought more and more punctuation to worship and thanks
beat out to Bradley Olson, Jordan Gage, Greg Owen and Ken Evers-Hood. Piano leadership has been provided
by several volunteers including Dianne Lemmon and Barbara Brown. Student pianists included Ches Evers-Hood
and Emma and Elise Steffen

Musical Styles remain varied and balanced in an intentional way:
- From the classical elegance of the Baroque period to the earthy swing and heavy back beat of a jazz
arrangement;
- From the familiarity of a Charles Wesley hymn to the third world music of South Africa, South America or the
Caribbean Islands;
- From the English language of the populace to foreign and ancient tongues of Spanish, German, Zulu, French,
Latin and Middle English;
- From sacred music to secular music that lifts up a message of Jesus’ Teaching, God’s Hand or the Spirit’s Light
in our world.
As JS Bach wrote at the end of his compositions, we also chime in with gratitude:

“Soli Deo Gloria”
To God alone be the glory.
Dr. David Kelly
Director of Music Ministries
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BELL CHOIR
In 2015, the Tualatin Presbyterian Church Bell Choir had a great year! For part of the year we
were short one person, but we’ve welcomed Pamela White this fall as a wonderful addition to our
tables. During the ‘lean’ months, we used imagination, skill and short-term or temporary ringers, to be
able to cover everything we needed. We continued to play our ‘regular’ schedule of participating in
Worship on the 2nd Sunday of every month, except during the summer when we’re on break. We also
participated on Easter Sunday and Christmas Eve.
A great, and very helpful addition to our regular routine this year was put in place by Larry
Church. He has taken to finding the pieces we will be playing in the future online and providing the
links to us so that we can listen and see what our part is REALLY supposed to sound like (as well as the
entire piece, “oh, THAT’S what we’re playing???”) Thanks, Larry!
Cackie Kyle and Marilyn Wood did a great job of inventorying and organizing our library of Bell
Music. Thanks, Cackie and Marilyn!
As I have chosen music this year, I’ve tried to find pieces that use both TPC’s bells AND chimes.
Add mallets and music, and our tables have gotten very full! Down in the back row, in the bass, they
have had to add an extra half-table to hold all the chimes and bells we were using! It’s a good problem
to have…we don’t mind it at all!
For the past few years, we have been borrowing the 5th octave (the really big and little bells) of
bells from Bells Of The Cascades. They are ‘schlepped’ up and back downstairs every Thursday
evening, thanks to Rick Crall. We would like to use the money that is currently in the TPC bell fund to
start to build a 5th Octave that TPC owns itself. A full octave, plus cases, would cost about twice the
amount we currently have. We’re looking in to buying used bells, or seeing what other options we
might have.
Looking forward to 2016 together…Please feel free to come check us out some Thursday
evening at 7 p.m. We’d love to welcome you to our family! We know you would find a new hobby that
you enjoy so much, new friends, and new ways to worship Our Lord with others!
Submitted by Debbie Ivanov, Bell Choir Director
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OFFICE STAFF
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
This was a year of change. During the summer, new computers arrived with new software which
required some time and effort to learn how to use. Many thanks to Mike Shiffer for his expertise and
his patience in getting all the new equipment up and running.
Along with hardware changes, there were personnel changes. Our financial assistant, Rhoda Friesen,
retired in September after many years of service to TPC. Diane Goetz is our new financial assistant.
Diane is a whiz with numbers and loves figuring out all things related to taxes. It has been a delight
working with Diane as she gets acquainted with us.
The weekly and monthly administrative activities continue…prepare bulletins and newsletters, keep
track of what groups are in the building and when, update the on line church calendar and data base,
and endeavor to stay on the same page, well mostly on the same page, with Pastor Ken. It’s been fun
watching his bow tie collection grow.
There’s a human side to working in the office. Most of the people I see on a daily basis are members or
friends of the church. But I also see and talk to members of the community. These people may call or
come by with a need request.
It’s hard to quantify how much time I spend helping with these requests. Maybe 5% on average. We
usually have here in the office $15 or $20 Fred Meyer gift cards that we can give away. These cards are
great, as far as they go.
Recently a woman called and asked for help paying her rent as she and her family were facing eviction
at the end of the week. She was short $760. But she did what she needed to do. By the end of the
week she had the full amount. She knew the organizations to call for assistance. She sold part of her
bed to come up with cash. She was determined to keep a roof over her family’s head. We helped. A
check written directly to her apartment complex was funded by the TPC Community Assistance Fund.
When she called at the beginning of the week, she was crying and distraught. By the end of the week
she was able to smile, and give and accept hugs. She was very thankful. She and her granddaughter
each wrote a thank you note to TPC. Cathy Lambeth, our mission elder, has those notes.
Sometimes a person in need will drop by the church. A week or so ago a man came to TPC on a
Tuesday. He had a job but payday was four days off and he had no cash. Suffering from a cold, he
lacked funds to buy a bottle of Robitussin. He left TPC with enough cash to cover the Robitussin and
cans of soup from the food donated to the Food Pantry. He was very thankful.
It’s good to be able to help those in need. We’re meant to live in community, with other members of
our Family of Faith and with members of the greater community in which we live.
In September, as part of continuing education as a Certified Church Administrator, I attended three
days of training sponsored by the Administrative Personnel Association, Presbyterian Church USA, at
Zephyr Point Conference Center in Lake Tahoe, Nevada.
Submitted by Administrative Assistant, Susan Springer
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OFFICE STAFF (CONTINUED)
FINANCIAL ASSISTANT
As your new financial assistant I would like to first take a moment to thank you for offering me the
opportunity of working for your wonderful organization. It has been an exciting and interesting three
months so far and I look forward to the next few months as I settle into the position. Rhoda’s shoes
are big ones to fill and the loss of her historical knowledge of your organization will be missed by all of
you and as the new hire, by me also.
The first couple of months were a series of stumbles through your financial software and learning the
organizational climate. It will take me a bit longer to feel really comfortable with the software but the
underlying accounting requirements are much the same as any non-profit which leaves me with just
learning the things in your financials that make Tualatin Presbyterian Church unique.
I have met many extremely nice people as I have worked my two days per week and am slowly putting
faces to the names I see. Susan is fun to work with although she finds me a bit of a neat freak and she
knows I have probably stuffed things that were lying around in some drawer but I hope I have not yet
driven her completely crazy. She shows the true spirit of your organization in dealing and working with
the community in need when they call or come by to see if we can provide some kind of assistance.
She is a kind hearted and warm individual.
I know that I may not have a lot of information for you right at my fingertips when you ask questions at
this time, but I have found my way around your software and can usually research your needs. Please
feel free to ask me for assistance should you need any financial information regarding your pledges or
donations.
My normal office hours are Monday and Wednesday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Submitted by Financial Assistant, Diane Goetz
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BEREAVEMENT COMMITTEE
The bereavement committee's mission is to provide assistance to families in their time of loss. One
way that we do this is to organize the reception following the memorial service. We provide the food
for the reception that the family requests and we set up and clean for the reception. We will also
provide flowers for the serving tables and set up a table for displaying pictures etc. In 2015 we assisted
with the memorial for church members Clare Hahn and Maxine Jenovich , Mike Shiffer's mother, and
Don Schmidt's mother
I would like to thank all those who have assisted by bringing food for receptions and those who have
helped with the set up, serving and clean up for the receptions. If you would like to help in this mission,
contact Barb Crall.
Submitted by Barbara Crall, Bereavement Committee Chair

FELLOWSHIP DINNERS
The purpose of this program is to have fun, and to encourage, and expand fellowship among
members of our church family. Groups of 7-9 adults share Fellowship Dinners once a month for 4
months, and then the groups are re-shuffled to form another set of Fellowship Dinner groups. This
program is now in its eighth year. Someone who has participated continuously since the beginning
could have had 4 dinners with each of 66 families (couples or singles). With so many prior associations,
we now have to discard the oldest years of history when we shuffle the groups avoiding prior
associations.
Beginning this year we have slipped the schedule one month so that the fall sign-up is in
September (when more people are around) instead of August, and the winter sign up is in January
(when folks are not so busy). There are currently 58 participants, 26 of which participated in the first
phase in the fall of 2008.
Participation is based on a general sign-up once a year at the end of the summer. Prior to the
start of the second and third phase of each year there is an opportunity for new participants to sign up.
Continuing participants do not need to do anything, unless they wish to opt out.
A steering committee of 5 families has organized and guided the program -- contact any of
them for more information or to provide comments or suggestions. They are: Sherry and Mike Nelson,
Barb and Rick Crall, Mary Ortez, Rick Norse, Rachel Norse, Carol and Ronn Rhodes.
Submitted by Rick Crall
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HEALTH MINISTRY
Mission Statement: The mission of the TPC health ministry is to promote an integration of faith and health in
uniting mind, body, and spirit by fostering educational programs and supporting healthy activities.

Recap for 2015:

The Health Ministry committee has met regularly to support the health ministry of TPC through
discerning the needs of the congregation for health based programs and activities. The goal of the committee is
to educate and motivate people to adopt healthy lifestyle changes, which will improve and sustain their quality
of life.
Member of the committee include Parish Nurse: Dianne Lemmon, Health Ministry Liaison: Karen Black,
and Health Ministry Committee Members: Sandy Reiling, Jay Wilcox, Karen Jones, Rob Ayers, and Susan Fee,
who joined the group in the 4th quarter. Sandy and Jay resigned their membership in the 4th quarter.
Medicare enrollment choices have been presented to the congregation by Karen Black as a SHIBA
volunteer. She gave information about Medicare enrollment decisions to the TPC congregation and to
individuals by appointment.
Healthy hints continue to be published in the bulletin and in the newsletter on a regular basis to bring
timely information to the congregation regarding current health recommendations. These are provided by the
parish nurse.
Walk to Jerusalem: In January, the congregation was challenged to collectively walk equivalent miles
to arrive in Jerusalem by Easter. This congregation met the challenge and met the challenge in 11 weeks!
Advance Directives for health care decision-making were presented to interested members of the
congregation by Karen Black in May. Oregon forms for advance directives were distributed to those in
attendance.
A prostate cancer support group was started by a group of interested men. It was facilitated by the
Parish Nurse. After several meetings it was decided that they would meet on an as-needed basis.
A Health Interest Survey was conducted in November to assess the interest of members of the
congregation for future topics of interest to guide in program selection.

Plans for 2016:
1. Susan Fee will attend a Faith Community Nursing and Health Ministry Preparation Course. She will be
taking over as the Parish Nurse for TPC later in the year.
2. CPR class for interested congregation members will be done in 2016. New guidelines are expected in
January.

The Health Ministry will make decisions about future programs based on the recently completed
Health Interest Survey.

Many thanks go out to the Health Ministry committee members for their support and their efforts.
Dianne Lemmon, RN, TPC Parish Nurse

KITCHEN ELVES
Do you ever wonder how the kitchen stays so clean? It is mysterious! Yes, there are “Kitchen Elves.”
Quarterly they do the following….
§ Defrost the freezer
§ Pull things out of cupboards to clean
§ Clean the refrigerator and throw old things away
§ Clean the floor drains
§ Put the dishes away that have been left out
§ And sweep and mop…
I call people to help with these tasks…They come and give me their time. Thank you elves!
Submitted by Pam Cameron
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LITURGICAL ART

There were several reasons I took on the job as Director of Liturgical Arts when Mary Shiffer retired. First, I
wanted to provide a visual frame for the word preached and enhance the worship experience of the
congregation. Second, I wanted the creation of new art to be a shared community experience, an act of
corporate worship in and of itself. Third, I wanted the sanctuary to be awe inspiring, thought provoking, and if
possible beautiful. Finally, as I reflected on my life, the blessings given me, and the grace shown me, I wanted to
dedicate part of my life after retirement to offering visual prayer and praise to God.
Here’s a summary of what we produced:
• Betty Taylor shared her beautiful watercolor paintings during Post-Epiphany Ordinary Time. After a
hectic holiday season, her restful landscapes and endearing animal paintings brought us peace, beauty,
and a reminder of the wonders of God’s creation.
• For Lent we meditated on giant photos showing the stark beauty of the Judean Desert where Jesus
fasted for forty days before He began His ministry.
• During Holy Week we meditated on a crown of thorns sculpture, walked on labyrinths, and reflected on
the Stations of the Cross.
• Easter followed with our first group art display: a butterfly mobile reminding us of the miracle of
resurrection and new life. Below the butterflies was a photo exhibit of flowers by Dick Wiggers and
Larry Church.
• On Pentecost Sunday we had flames from heaven (the ceiling) and revisited our Pentecost painting.
• Kathryn Casebeer exhibited her amazing collages during Post-Pentecost Ordinary Time and we brought
up two amazing collages from years ago to display as well. This exhibit inspired us until our youth
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returned from their second mission trip in July. Then we enjoyed photos of the trip displayed around
the sanctuary. Gina Olson and Shari Olsen were the photographers.
In August we held our first TPC Art Camp and a good time was had by all.
Also, about that time Charlie Brown lent us liturgical art pieces that had hung in his office at St.
Andrew’s. We used some during Church History month, Advent, and we will use more during Holy
week.
In September we held our first annual all-church art exhibit. The response from exhibitors and the
congregation was amazing.
In October we celebrate church history month. This is a project very dear to me. This year we learned
about the Dark Ages (500 CE to 1000 CE) through a timeline on the narthex side of the folding wall,
heard a sermon on church art, especially icons, and looked at examples of them. In addition we
unveiled our 6 foot by 8 foot collage portrait of Joseph made of hand-painted paper on canvas. More
than 35 people contributed to this project, which took 6 months to complete. We also hung handpainted banners of the ancient symbols of the four gospels done in liturgical colors. A team of perhaps
6-8 people total worked over four months to produce these.
I was very excited when asked to put up our Pentecost painting as a backdrop for liturgical dance
performance in November. The music, dance and word preached were amazing.
My thoughts on Advent for this year focused on the Christmas Eve song of the angels, “Glory to God in
the highest…” We have banners streaming across the ceiling, Christmas greenery, and polymer paint
angels on the windows. The golden angels were made by art team and Adult Edge members. The blue
angels on the sanctuary doors were an original design by Heather Cameron. We also brought out our
heritage stained glass panel candleholders. Three mixed media drawings hung on the wall below the
clock were my Christmas card to the church. We also displayed our Boehme nativity figures that were
bequeathed to us by Susan Collier. We also displayed our Chrismons on our first Chrismon tree.
Our Christmas Eve services brought more visual surprises: golden tablecloths, a hand-woven table
runner by Priscilla Hagan, and glow-in-the-dark stars.

Thanks to everyone who contributed their artistic vision, time, and energy to make all of this this art
possible. You are too numerous to mention, but we couldn’t have done it without you. Again, thanks.
I have art exhibits and installations planned for much of 2016, including a giant wire sculpture which will
hang from the ceiling, two all-church exhibits, “fake” stained glass window panels, Lenten finger painting
meditations which will combine into a mural for Holy Week, new “banners” for Pentecost. Mary Shiffer will
exhibit her amazing quilts. Art Barry will exhibit his paintings. Diane Adams will exhibit her photos and I’m
hoping that Becky Backen will do the same.
Some members of our congregation have requested Sunday afternoon art work parties. If I can get us
on the calendar (Sometimes this is no small feat), we will try it.
I invite everyone in our community to consider working on an art project this year, whether you’re a
working artist or have never picked up a paintbrush, or wire cutters, or a glue gun, we will find a way for you to
contribute, have fun with us and participate in this amazing act of worship. I give everyone permission to risk, to
be imperfect, and to surprise themselves. Let us be creators made in the image of our Creator God.
Respectfully submitted by
Christina Robertson, Director of Liturgical Art
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LOVING STITCHES – 2015
“Whoever helps a child stands tall”

We are all about giving children in need a blanket to comfort them working with
Portland/Vancouver Project Linus. They are in 1) children’s hospitals for treatment, 2) special camps,
such as Camp Rosenbaum for low income children (at weeks end they learn their counselors are police
men and women), and Operation Snowball (Dallas) a camp for any child in the US whose parent is
away in service to our country, 3) Randall Hospital because of neglect, being abandoned, or mistreated,
CARES NW works with them and their families, 4) “Click for Babies” hats made to give to families of
newborns at local hospitals in the education program to prevent “shaken baby syndrome”, 5) groups or
children suffering from other emergencies including the homeless.
Our church had donated 55 blankets, 54 baby hats, and 20 scarfs to our community. Many
thanks to our generous donors including: Shirley Schultz, Diane Barry, Yvonne Wagner, Mary Ortez,
Cackie Kyle, Susan Springer, Bud Bender, Nancy Church, Marian Smith, Kit Gordes, Kathy Kinyon, Sandy
Reiling, Lou Conway, Judy Nix, Barbara Harriman, David & Ollie Schultz and 3 volunteers from the
Sherwood Senior Center.
Contact Mary Ortez (503) 612-1993 for more information. We meet the 2nd and 4th
Wednesdays from 10:00AM to 12:00 noon in the Narthex of the church or give a blanket to Shirley
Schultz our liaison with Project Linus.
Submitted by,
Mary Ortez
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MARGE DEAN MEMORIAL GARDEN
Building materials were purchased and delivered in 2015 for the continued remodeling of the TPC
Memorial Garden. Projects are always more than what they start out to be. After completing the new
walk way, I discovered we have some erosion on the north side walking path. To stop this erosion, I
am constructing a planting area and retaining wall along the north side. This planting area should be
finished by April of 2016.
You may have noticed the church has used up most of the space for memorial stone. As part of the
new construction, I plan to make a new memorial stone display area inside of the walking path.
Submitted by Mike Nelson

MEN'S FELLOWSHIP GROUP
This group meets every third Saturday of the month, except in July and August, when no meetings are
held. It has been in existence for over seven years.
The Men's Fellowship Group consists of between 15 and 20 active members (the group is always
looking for new members) who meet once a month at 7:30 a.m. in the church's narthex to enjoy a
breakfast meal prepared by its own members and to fellowship with one another. Breakfasts are
followed by either a guest speaker or, on some occasions, voluntary participation in a TPC or
community project. The Men's Group prides itself in scheduling a variety of interesting topics from
men's health to community leadership, to non-profit organizations, just to name a few. Meetings are
adjourned by 9:00 a.m.
The primary church project undertaken by the Men's Group in 2015 was a cleanup day, held in June.
Activities included cleaning out a few more parking lot storm drains, cutting down a tree trunk in the
Memorial Garden, trimming ivy, cleaning up fallen tree branches, raking, and hauling a trailer load of
debris to Grimm's Recycling. The group is always open to suggestions for future projects at the church,
as well as in the surrounding communities.
At every December meeting, held at a local restaurant, members donate Christmas gifts to
underprivileged children through the Toys For Tots Foundation.
Men's Group programs and projects vary widely and tend to be service oriented. The members find
these activities broaden the opportunities to serve our church and communities, which in turn deepens
our relationship with God.
Submitted by Russ Carlin, Chairman
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PRAYER CHAIN
The TPC Prayer Chain serves our congregation, community, friends, neighbors and family by offering up
our prayers for anyone and everyone who needs the comfort of having others pray for them. In our own small
way, in the quiet of our homes and privacy of our personal prayers, the TPC prayer chain seeks to serve others.
Our group includes 60 members, plus the current board of Deacons. Coordinated by Greg Imus via email
at rgregoryimus@gmail.com, we added 106 new prayers to our prayer list in the past 12 months. Of these, 32
were requested to be included in the TPC’s Sunday bulletin for prayers from the wider congregation. We accept
prayer requests from anyone seeking the comfort of prayer for themselves or others.
Prayer needs are often personal with the requestor wishing to maintain confidentiality while also feeling
the loving benefit of our prayer chain members petitioning raising our prayers to God on their behalf. With the
myriad of issues and trials people face in their lives, it’s often a comfort to know that others are thinking of us
and saying prayers on our behalf.
We pray because of our faith. But it’s also widely accepted that prayers really do help people. We
sometimes, don’t like the answers we get, but God listens to and answers all of our prayers. Wherever people
are on their faith journeys, they can be comforted by prayer. It works!
In one of the most widely publicized studies of the effect of intercessory prayer, cardiologist Randolph
Byrd studied 393 patients admitted to the coronary-care unit at San Francisco General Hospital. Some were
prayed for by home-prayer groups, others were not. All the men and women got medical care. In this
randomized, double-blind study, neither the doctors and nurses nor the patients knew who would be the object
of prayer. The results were dramatic and surprised many scientists. The men and women whose medical care
was supplemented with prayer needed fewer drugs and spent less time on ventilators. They also fared better
overall than their counterparts who received medical care but nothing more.
Submitted by Greg Imus

PRESBYTERY COMMISSIONERS
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is a connectional church: Tualatin Presbyterian Church connects one
level up to the Presbytery of the Cascades, which links to the larger Synod of the Pacific, which joins up with the
church-wide General Assembly of the PC(USA). Depending on the size of the congregation, churches send a
number of representatives (called commissioners) to presbytery meetings; TPC is entitled to send two voting
commissioners to each presbytery meeting. Pastor Ken is a member of Presbytery (rather than the local church)
so he is also a voting member.
The Presbytery of the Cascades meets quarterly. In 2015, the session elected John and Jean Martin for a
one-year term to represent TPC, beginning with the November 13–14, 2015 presbytery meeting in Newport.
Presbytery meetings intersperse worship with the conduct of presbytery business. Commissioners hear
reports from presbytery commissions such as the Commission on Ministry and the Presbytery Leadership
Commission (functions like a local church session), plus a variety of other committees. One particularly exciting
vote at the November 2015 meeting was the election of commissioners to the General Assembly of the PC(USA),
which meets this summer in Portland. We are proud that our own Leah Olson was elected as a Young Adult
Advisory Delegate. Another important piece of business was voting to approve several overtures, such as a fossil
fuels divestiture proposal, that will come before the General Assembly.
In a small group session Jean learned much about the Presbyterian Church partnership with the Church
in Syria and Lebanon. One fact that stood out was that the country of Lebanon with a population of 4.4 million
has taken in over 1 million Syrian refugees. One objective of the presenters was to create a network of churches
within the Presbytery of the Cascades who are interested in working with Syrian refugees here in the United
States and supporting our larger church’s mission in these countries.
Submitted by John and Jean Martin
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TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
TPC’s Technology Committee operates under the Building and Grounds elder, Bob Paetsch.
Members of the group include Rick Mauer, John Lewis, Dan Barker, Russ Carlin, Mike Shiffer, and David
Kenney. John Martin chairs the committee.
The Technology Committee operates and maintains several systems that support the programs
of the church. These include audio and video systems, computers and computer networks, electrical
systems, and the TPC website (www.tpcspirit.org.).
In 2015 the Committee completed several major projects. Here are some of this year’s
accomplishments:
Mike Shiffer led a major effort to update the computers and software used in the church office.
This effort also included the installation of a new Internet connection for the church and secure WIFI
connections throughout the TPC campus.
Temporary speaker towers and stands in the sanctuary were removed, and the existing sound
system was rebalanced to improve support for the music program.
A floor box was installed in the floor of the sanctuary to provide electrical power and audio
connections for the digital projector.
David Kenney led the effort to redesign the TPC website. The new site provides a more userfriendly experience as well a more modern appearance.
The Technology Committee supported Pastor Ken’s use of video resources in sermons as well as
projection of the children’s message. Sermons are also recorded and the videos placed on the TPC
website.
In 2016 the committee plans to conduct site visits to churches that have recently modernized
technology systems to determine what enhancements may benefit our congregation. We will be
looking at upgrading and expanding current systems as well as exploring new technologies.

The committee welcomes new members who may have skills and interests in audio, video,
computers, and web design.
Submitted by John Martin, Committee Chair
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TREASURE NIGHT PROGRAM
Our TPC Treasure Night program continues to be a vibrant mission and
outreach ministry that has been serving adults with developmental
disabilities (known as “Treasures”) of Washington County for over
fourteen years. Each third Tuesday of the month the sanctuary and
narthex are filled with energy, enthusiasm, compassion, and love as
Treasures and volunteers join in an evening of worship and fun.
This outreach ministry for TPC began in April 2001 based upon the Tuesday's Treasures program model
created by Steve Ristow, founder of Quiet Waters Outreach. The purpose is to share God’s love with
Treasures, all of whom have mild to profound developmental disabilities. In addition, many also are
affected by physical disabilities. They all love Jesus and each other, among many positive traits they
bring each month.
Our dedicated volunteers are the key to success of
the program. They range in age from 7 to 92, from
children and those with no prior connection with
disabled adults to skilled special education and
Christian education teachers. The volunteers
agree that the Treasure Night experience is so
powerful that they keep coming back. Thank you
to these volunteers who helped this year in ways
both large and small: Julian & Sue Awdry & service
dogs (Lauren, Jolene, Holden), Daniel Bae, Bud
Bender, Denise Collins, Shirley Dechaine, Barbara
Harriman, Cliff & Donna Hoff & family, Del Judy,
Ted & Cathy Lambeth, Barbara Larson, Carolyn &
Brian Locke, Jackie Norman, Mike & Mary Shiffer,
Susan Springer, Laura Spurrell, Dick Wiggers, and
some Lewis & Clark College international
students. We are blessed to have our multitalented TPC Treasures, Erik Spurrell & Rob
Wiesenthal, participate in dual roles, both as Treasures and as volunteers. We can always use more
volunteers. For more information about how you can be part of this awesome group, please contact
Carolyn Locke.
Memorable moments for 2015 include our 15th annual TPC
Treasure carnival in July filled with games, prizes, photos, and
bonding time with ‘camp’ dog Lauren. 26 Treasures and 16
volunteers joined in the fun for this “Summer Camp” themed
event.
Submitted by Carolyn Locke
TPC Treasures Coordinator
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TUALATIN PRESBYTERIAN BLOOD DRIVE
For the last twenty-five years or so TPC has hosted an annual Red Cross Blood drive around the Holiday
season and for the last few years in the summer. I have happily adopted this program as my contribution to the
mission of TPC in the community. So when you see me at the microphone during the announcements portion of
the Sunday service most of you know that I am asking for volunteers, donors or cookie bakers for a Red Cross
Blood Drive.
The last few years it has been in January and August. Next year’s drive will again be in the month of
January on Friday the 15th. The date for the Summer time drive in August is TBA. This year’s drives were held
Jan, 29th & Aug. 26th. January’s drive got 37 sign-ups and had 1 deferral but collected 32 units of blood that
matched our goal. Augusts drive had 40 sign-ups, 1 deferral and collected 37 units, five more than our goal of
32. I have been blessed with the help of many eager volunteers to work as greeters/registers, escorts, and
canteen servers. Many of these volunteers have become regulars who work the drives every year. Some of
those to be named are: Pam Cameron, Del Judy, Dianne Barry, Susan Fee, Morgan Olsen, Jay Wilcox, Myrna &
Lynn Friese and Neal & Sandy Reiling, not to mention many cookie bakers that make our canteen the best blood
drive canteen in the metro area.
The donors that regularly participate (most from our own congregation and some from the community
at large) are too numerous to mention. The newest thing to note is that the donors are now able to schedule
their appointments on-line. This makes it easier for me to juggle donor’s donation times and for them to see
what time slots are available. It also makes it easier for me to see who donated before and who will likely be
willing to do it again. You gotta love technology.
As a side note: In the past the Red Cross has referred to our drive as the STW (Sherwood-TualatinWilsonville) Christian Action Coalition Blood Drive. It now has been changed to the Tualatin Presbyterian Church
Blood Drive.
It is well known that giving blood saves lives. I am proud that TPC has committed to hosting these blood
Drives for low these many years, and that the Red Cross Blood Drives are a regular component of TPC's mission
to the community that I hope will continue for many more years to come.
Sincerely Yours in Christ,
Scott Cameron, Blood Drive Chairman

TUALATIN SCHOOLHOUSE PANTRY
Tualatin School House Pantry is a partner agency of the Oregon Food Bank. They provide emergency
food to 600 – 700 households in the local area each month. The pantry is supported by financial contributions
and food donations from many local business, churches, schools, service organizations and individuals. The
contributions you leave in the TPC food boxes are delivered weekly. The pantry is staffed by one part time
employee and lots of volunteers. Thank you to the many members of the TPC family that volunteer regularly at
the pantry. We have been an important part of the pantry from the beginning 11 years ago. If you would like
more information about Tualatin School House Pantry, you can connect with TSHP Board President, Mike
Shiffer.
Submitted by Mike Shiffer
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WOMEN’S MINISTRY GROUP
Mission Statement: To connect women and enhance their spiritual life through Christian
education opportunities and community service.
Committee Members: Carolyn Barker (Chair), Judy Nix (Publicity), Mary Ortez (Treasurer) Joan Nardi
(Projects), Nancy Church and Bonnie Nard (Team Planners)
Women’s Gatherings
All women are invited to attend regularly or occasionally. The Women’s Ministry Group
generally meets for fellowship and a potluck brunch from 10:30 am to noon on the second Saturday of
the month during the school year. A speaker and educational program is presented following the
brunch. 2015 program topics were the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

International Teams program to prevent human trafficking in Portland
HopeSpring transitional housing program
International Days for Girls Mission Project
The Catholic Church under Pope Francis Viewed by a Former Priest and Nun
Summer Salad Fellowship Gathering
Coffee Creek Correctional Facility Quilting Program
International Habitat for Humanity building projects
Emergency Preparedness Planning (Joint program with Men’s Group)

2015 Service Projects
School Backpack Program – Provides weekend meals for Tualatin-Tigard School District families with
food insufficiency.
Days for Girls International – Provides washable feminine hygiene kits for women and girls in
developing countries allowing them to attend school and work with dignity.
HopeSpring – Assists homeless mothers and children with a basket of household essentials when
moving into stable housing.
Submitted by Carolyn Barker
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Treasurer's Financial Reports
The financial reports have been omitted in this on-line version of the annual report. If you would like
to see these financial reports, please refer to the hard copy of the report, check with the TPC office, or
send a request to clerk at tpcspirit.org.
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